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MOTTO: 

Lord!  what  is  man,  that  thou  takest  knowledge  of 
him!  or  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  makest  account 
of  him! 

Man  is  like  to  vanity:  his  days  are  as  a  shadow 
that  passeth  away.  Ps.  144:  3,  4. 

So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom.  Ps.  90:  12. 
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Introduction. 

The  undersigned  is  now  the  only  surviving  member 
of  a  large  family,  the  parents  of  which  were  born  long 
ago,  father  in  1800  and  mother  in  1810.  Their  ancestors 
had,  for  many  generations,  lived  and  died  on  two  of  the 
oldest  farms  in  Valle. 

A  long  time  I  have  cherished  a  desire  to  learn  some¬ 
thing  about  what  kind  of  root  and  stock  our  family 
sprang  from.  But  my  daily  duties  as  laborer  in  the 
church  kept  me  from  gathering  more  information  than 
what  little  I  could  occasionally  pick  up  here  and  there. 

Some  of  the  information  lately  gathered,  is  hereby 
published.  To  many  this  may  seem  only  an  expensive 
and  useless  fad.  Still  no  other  apology  is  offered  than 
the  fact  that  most  sensible  people  consider  history  in 
general  an  instructive  object  lesson.  The  history  of 
particular  families  is  of  the  same  nature. 

Such  history  may  reveal  to  us  unworthy  members, 
even  dry  and  rotten  branches  on  our  family  tree;  but 
even  so,  as  honest  people  we  do  not  believe  in  hiding 
the  truth,  but  rather  in  exposing  the  rotten  or  dry  twigs 
as  a  warning,  showing  the  cause  of  decay,  and  thereby 
helping  us  to  be  fresh,  healthy  and  useful  branches  for 
the  benefit  of  posterity. 

Although  what  little  information  here  can  be  given 
may  seem  to  some  keen  business  minds  too  expensive,  I 
trust  that  after  some  years  our  children  will  value  it 
more  highly  than  the  few  dollars  less  inheritance.  At 
least  the  story  of  the  old  people  should  invite  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  become  better  than  their  ancestors,  and  take 
good  care  lest  they  bring  any  kind  of  punishmnt  upon 
their  offspring. 


General  Description. 

At  the  city  of  Kristians  sand,  on  the  southern  ex¬ 
tremity  of  Norway,  a  river,  called  Otra  or  Otreaa  i.  e. 


4 


A  Family  History 


Otter  River,  empties  into  the  North  Sea.  Flowing 
through  many  falls  and  rapids  along  a  narrow  valley 
it  drains  a  large  part  of  the  country  from  its  source, 
Saesvatn,  i.  e.  Saes  Lake,  in  the  mountains  about  one 
hundred  miles  up  north  from  its  outlet.  Along  this 
valley  there  are  several  “Prestegjeld”  or  benefices,  each 
having  more  than  one  parish.  But  only  the  two  north¬ 
ernmost,  Bygland  and  Valle  are  called  Saetersdal. 

The  first  mention  of  Saetersdal  is  found  in  the  later 
Gulathing  law  of  Magnus  Lagab0ter’s  time,  1263  to 
1280.  The  old  document  gives  a  list  of  the  traveling 
expenses  of  three  men  from  “Saettre”  and  four  men 
from  “Otradale.”  That  “Saettre”  means  Valle  Preste- 

i  •  i 

gjeld  and  “Otradale”  Bygland  we  learn  from  other 
instruments,  called  diplomas,  from  1421  to  1444.  There 
“Vallar  kirkja”  is  said  to  be  at  “Saetre.  ”  “Vallar” 
is  possessive  case  of  an  old  Norse  word  “v0llr,”  mean¬ 
ing  meadow  land  or  slope.  There  the  parsonage  was 
built,  which  gave  the  three  parishes  the  name  “Vallar 
S0kn.  ”  This  was  in  the  course  of  time  changed  to  Valla 
and  Valle,  which  is  again  changed  by  the  peasants’  cus¬ 
tom  of  pronouncing  double  “1”  as  “dd,”  into  Vadde. 

The  old  Norse  word  “Saetr,”  possessive  case  “Saetrs,” 
and  dative,  “Saettre,”  signifies  a  “seat,”  not  the  regu¬ 
lar  homestead,  but  a  summerseat,  or  summer  cottage, 
built  a  distance  from  the  valley  up  in  the  mountains, 
where  the  farmers  graze  the  cattle  during  the  summer. 
Here  live  the  women  and  the  children,  during  this  time, 
taking  care  of  the  cattle,  making  butter,  cheese,  and  the 
like.  Because  the  district  now  called  Valle  was  such 
a  summerseat,  in  the  old  days,  it  was  originally  called 
Saetersdal,  which  later  became  the  designation  of  the 
two  benefices,  Bygland  and  Valle.  Of  Bygland  only 
the  tourist  hotel,  “Breidablik”  (Broad  View)  is  given 
here. 
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Valle  Prestegjeld,  or  the  Benefice  of  Valle. 

In  tlie  year  1328  the  hooks  of  the  Stavanger  Bishop¬ 
ric,  listing  the  names  of  churches  owing  the  six  years’ 
tithes  to  the  Pope  of  Rome,  give  the  names  of  four 
parishes  in  Valle,  viz:  Hylestad,  Valle,  Nomeland,  and 
Bvkle.  A  “Hvl”  means  in  Sretersdal  an  eddv  or  a 

V  V  .  %} 

whirlpool  in  a  river.  Near  such  a  one  the  old  church 
was  built.  “Hvlle”  means  a  shelf.  Why  should  the 
place  then  be  called  Hyllestad,  as  is  often  written? 

The  old  church  stood  on  the  east  side  of  Otra,  near 
Bjdrgum  with  Haugen  and  Hovet  as  neighboring  farms. 
That  there  was  a  church  there  as  earlv  as  the  twelfth 
centurv  can  safelv  be  inferred  from  the  fine  wood  carv- 
ings  on  the  portals  of  that  church.  They  are  said  to 
be  real  master  pieces,  representing  Sigurd  Favnesbane 
killing  the  dragon,  roasting  his  heart,  and  performing 
other  similar  deeds. 

When  the  church  was  dismantled  in  1836  this  piece  of 
art  was  secured  by  the  owner  of  Rikje  in  Valle,  where 
it  was  kept  until  the  University  of  Oslo  procured  it. 
According  to  Prof.  0.  Rygli  it  cannot  be  younger  than 
the  year  1200,  rather  older. 

Under  the  floor  of  the  old  building  twenty-four  relics 
of  antiquity,  coins  and  trinkets  from  the  thirteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  were  found.  The  church  was  a  log  building  forty 
feet  long  and  twenty  wide  with  a  steeple  on  the  west 
side  holding  two  bells  that  were  rung  from  the  audi¬ 
torium.  Besides  the  above  mentioned  carvings  there 
were  decorative  paintings  of  roses  on  the  walls,  and 
over  the  pulpit  were  figures  of  angels.  On  the  altar  were 
two  paintings  representing  the  Crucifixion  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  They  were  donated  in  1781  by  Targjai 
0.  Bjdrgum  and  can  yet  be  seen  in  the  new  church  on 
Rystad.  The  weathercock  of  the  old  church  is  also  on 
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the  spire  of  the  new.  On  it  can  be  seen  the  letters  H.  T., 
meaning  “Herrens  Tempel”  (The  Lord’s  Temple). 

The  church  was  bought  by  the  parish  people  1725  of 
Fredrick  the  Fourth,  king  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  for 
one  hundred  dollars. 

In  olden  times  an  assistant  priest  had,  without  doubt, 
been  living  in  Bj0rgum.  Near  the  river  must  have  been 
standing  dwellings,  of  which  there  can  yet  be  seen  indi¬ 
cations.  It  was  called  “Hylie  Presteboel”  or  parson¬ 
age.  Originally  it  had  its  own  separate  and  independ¬ 
ent  manor,  or  farm.  But  when  and  how  it  came  under 
the  three  farms  Bj0rgum,  Haugen,  and  Hovet,  nobody 
knew  for  certain. 

The  Rev.  Niels  Pedersen,  pastor  of  Valle,  after  Aug. 
15,  1613,  applied  to  the  officers  of  law  to  have  compe¬ 
tent  men  investigate  this  matter.  According  to  records 
of  court  proceedings  in  Hylestad,  now  in  the  archives 
of  the  kingdom  of  Norway,  ‘‘edsvorne  lagrettsnnend  ’ 9 
(oathbound  lawjusticemen)  from  Harstad,  Brokke,  No- 
meland,  B0e,  and  Helle  were  summoned  to  meet  at 
“Hylie,  the  parsonage  at  Hylestad  in  Ssetersdalen  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  1615.”  The  court  was  held,  and  several 
witnesses  examined;  but  it  appears  that  the  witnesses 
had  agreed  not  to  tell  all  they  knew  about  the  matter. 
The  jurymen  found  old  foundations  of  houses  and  marks 
of  tilled  soil  round  about;  yet,  owing  to  the  incomplete 
testimonies,  they  could  not  give  a  conclusive  verdict. 

In  1618  Rev.  Pedersen  had  the  case  called  up  again. 
Jurymen  met  from  Brokke,  B0e,  Homme,  Harstad, 
Aakre,  and  L0iland  on  Oct.  2,  1618,  at  “Hoffue  in  Hyle¬ 
stad  Sogn  in  Saetersdalen.  ”  Now  the  chief  witness  con¬ 
fessed  that  he  had  been  bribed  not  to  tell  more  than 
what  the  others  wanted  him  to  say.  He  and  others  re¬ 
pented  and  told  the  whole  truth,  by  which  the  jury  was 
enabled  to  give  such  a  verdict  that  the  whole  matter 
was  settled,  and  the  property  later  sold  at  public  auc- 
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tion.  The  money  is  said  to  have  gone  to  the  king  in 
Copenhagen. 

Since  no  cne  can  say  when  Hylestad’s  old  parsonage 
ceased  to  be  held  by  a  priest,  it  seems  reasonable  to 
infer  that  the  Black  Death  is  the  explanation.  This 
terrible  epidemic  ravaged  Europe  from  1347  to  1349, 
during  which  time  it  visited  Norway  and  is  said  to 
have  wiped  out  one-third  of  the  people.  In  Agder,  the 
western  part  of  Norway,  it  laid  waste  seven  parishes. 
One  day  eighty  corpses,  among  them  fourteen  priests, 
were  brought  to  one  church  for  burial  in  Bergen.  The 
sickness  started  with  a  severe  sting,  followed  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  vomiting  of  blood,  which  in  a  few  hours  ended  in 
death.  Very  likely,  this  robbed  Hylestad  of  its  priest 
and  most  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  present  church,  an  octagonal  structure,  was  built 
in  Rystad  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  This  building, 
dedicated  June  30,  1839,  is  a  neat  white  painted  church, 
having  a  fine  entrance  tower,  with  two  bells.  The  win¬ 
dows  give  good  light,  and  the  interior  makes  a  good 
impression.  The  cemetery  surrounds  the  church. 

The  Church  of  Bykle,  the  Northern  Annex  to  Valle. 

The  parish  of  Bykle  was  presumably  settled  much 
later  than  Valle.  No  relics  of  antiquity  have  been 
found  to  tell  the  storv.  But  the  accounts  and  davbooks 
for  the  collection  of  money  to  the  Pope,  from  1282  to 
1334  mention  “ecclesia  de  Byglom,  ’  ’  i.  e.  church  of 
Bykle.  In  Rev.  Pedersen’s  time  no  services  were  held 
for  some  time,  at  the  request  of  the  people,  but  in  1619 
they  petitioned  the  bishop,  Laurits  Claussen,  to  permit 
them  to  rebuild  their  church,  which  for  years  had  been 
in  ruins.  In  1619,  an  agreement  was  made  between  the 
people  and  the  pastor  concerning  three  services  a  t  ear, 
both  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

As  already  stated,  there  was  in  Bykle  a  church  in 
existence  about  the  year  1300.  This  church  served  until 
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about  1600,  when  it  could  no  longer  be  used.  Some 
people  attended  church  either  in  Valle  or  in  Suldal. 
The  structure  erected  according  to  agreement  1619 
served  until  1804,  when  the  present  church  was  built. 
It  is  a  small  building,  built  of  heavy  pine  timber.  There 
are  two  large  windows  on  the  east  wall.  The  outside 
is  painted  white,  excepting  the  roof,  made  of  heavy 
boards  and  painted  red.  This  was  the  first  church  in 
the  valley  warmed  by  a  heating  stove. 

The  church  rebuilt  in  the  seventeenth  century  was 
deeded  to  the  people  on  Dec.  4,  1724,  by  king  Fredrick 
the  Fourth  for  100  dollars. 

Panoramic  View  and  History  of  Valle. 

Here  is  a  picture  taken  from  a  high  point  in  the 
southern  part,  looking  north.  Rev.  Peter  Blom,  who 
lived  and  labored  here  16  years  and  became  very  much 
attached  to  the  people  and  the  country,  has  written 
thus  of  the  place:  “ Valle  is  the  most  productive  parish 
in  Saetersdal,  if  not  in  the  whole  valley  of  Otra.  From 
the  Harstad  hill  a  view  across  Vallebb  and  Noribq 
(north  of  the  church)  with  mount  Valle  to  the  right, 
Steisaas  (rocky  ridge)  Nomeland ’s  mount  to  the  left, 
and  Homme  with  mount  Homme  in  the  back  ground, 
is  simply  grand.  One  can’t  help  thinking  of  some  val¬ 
ley  in  northern  Italy  and  southern  Bavaria.  The  pros¬ 
pect  from  Oveinang  (looking  west  from  Homme)  toward 
Dale,  with  the  wide  and  beautiful  river,  is  charming. 

Two  churches,  one  in  Valle,  and  one  in  Nomeland. 

According  to  old  ecclesiastical  reports,  there  was  a 
church  in  Valle  1328  and  another  one  in  Nomeland,  di¬ 
rectly  across  the  river  to  the  left  from  the  church  of 
Valle,  seen  on  the  picture.  Marks  of  its  location  and 
that  of  the  graveyard  is  yet  found  on  Nomelandsmo 
(Nomelandflat).  By  digging  in  the  cemetery  old  relics 
have  been  found.  In  Diplomas  from  1458 — 77  and  1491 
it  is  stated  that  “B0e,  Omlidh,  Amlid”  (should  be  called 
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Aamli,  Elmgrove),  all  settlements  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river,  belong  to  Nomeland’s  church. 

During  the  Roman  Catholic  times,  before  the  Refor¬ 
mation,  an  assistant  priest  resided  in  Nomeland.  There 
is  a  place  on  that  Mo  to  this  day  called  “H0ssestoil” 
(chiekenstation),  where  the  priest  kept  his  chickens.  A 
place  in  Nomeland  was  in  1648  set  aside  as  a  home  for 
the  widows  of  deceased  clergymen. 

The  Nomeland  Church  was  discontinued,  presumably, 
about  the  time  of  the  reformation.  A  pastor  and  his 
deacon  are  said  to  have  perished  in  the  rapids  of  the 
river  while  ferrying  across  to  the  church.  After  this 
accident  the  place  has  been  called  “Prestefossen” 
(Priest  Rapids),  and  the  west  side  people  have  attended 
the  Valle  Church. 


The  Church  in  Valle. 

The  old  structure  was  about  forty  feet  long  and 
twenty-eight  wide.  The  floor  of  the  eight  feet  center 
aisle  consisted  of  thick  hewn  planks,  while  under  the 
seats  on  both  sides  there  were  onlv  loose  boards.  This 
church  was  deeded  to  the  people  Dec.  4,  1724,  for  $100. 

The  present  church,  a  much  larger  structure,  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  old  site,  is  painted  white,  built  in  the  shape 
of  a  cross,  and  considered  a  fine  edifice.  Its  finest 
dceoration  is  the  altar  piece  representing  Christ  taken 
down  from  the  cross  for  burial  as  seen  in  this  picture. 
Rev.  Blom  states  that  an  accomplished  painter  in  1868 
declared  it  to  be  a  masterpiece  of  an  original  painting 
among  the  best  works  of  the  renowned  Frederico  Ba- 
roccio.  It  was  donated  to  the  church  in  1670  by  a  cer- 
tain  Laurits  Anderson  and  wife  Martha  Augunds- 
daughter. 

In  the  tower  hangs  a  church  bell  with  the  following 
inscriptions:  on  the  east  side,  “Bekostet  af  Valle  Almue 
Aar  efter  Christi  Byrd  1844”  “Fecit  J.  E.  Bieber, ” 
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and  on  the  west  side,  “Kommer  alle,  Mand  o g  Kvinde, 
Kommer  alle,  store,  smaa,  Leder  og  I  sknlle  finde, 
Beder  og  I  sknlle  faa,  Lader  Jordens  Sorger  fare, 
Templet  Herrens  Forgaard  er,  Herrens  Ord  I  smukt 
bevare,  Salig  den,  som  liar  det  kjaer.”  Johan  Nikolai 
Frantzen,  pastor  of  Valle  from  1844  to  1856,  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  author.  The  church  was  dedicated  Dec. 
1,  1844,  by  Bishop  J.  Von  der  Lippe. 

The  first  settlement  of  Valle. 

Looking  down  over  the  valley  from  the  hill  above 
Harstad,  we  see  the  white  house  with  the  orchard  close 
by  to  the  right  and  the  dark  barn  to  the  left.  This  is 
the  old  farm  of  Aakre  which  is  my  father’s  birthplace 
and  the  home  of  his  forefathers  in  untold  generations. 
The  white  house  in  the  foreground  together  with  two 
other  farms  belonging  to  the  dark  houses  at  the  foot 
of  the  steep  hill,  were  once  part  of  Aakre,  on  the  flat. 
The  white  houses  to  the  right,  up  in  the  sidehill,  are 
“Rikje.  ”  Further  on  we  see  several  houses  in  that 
bend.  They  are  called  “Viken,”  i.  e.  bend  or  bay. 

The  tracts  still  further  on  beyond  the  church,  and  to 
the  right  back  of  the  mountain  ridge,  are  called  “Ovain- 
ang,”  upper  settlement.  Beyond  that  in  the  distance 
we  see  Mount  Homme,  at  the  foot  of  which  are  several 
farms  called  Homme.  Looking  westward  from  Homme 
is  seen  the  wide  river  and  valley,  which  Rev.  Blom 
calls  charming.  The  spur  of  Mt.  Homeland,  seen  be¬ 
yond  the  church,  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  with, 
the  Dalefarms  back  of  it.  Here  the  river  turns  south¬ 
ward  flowing  between  Nomeland  and  the  church. 

Harstad  is  my  mother’s  birthplace,  an  old  farm  where 
her  forefathers  in  many  generations  have  lived  and  died, 
and  where  her  nephew,  Bj0rn  Danielson  Harstad  and 
family,  shown  on  the  picture,  are  now  living. 


VALLE  CHURCH.  FECIT  J.  E.  BIEBER  means:  MADE  (cast  bell)  HAS  J.  E.  BIEBER 


OIL  PAINTING  ON  ALTAR  OF  VALLE  CHURCH 
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An  old  tradition  in  Valle,  handed  down  from  times 
immemorial,  gives  the  names  of  two  brothers,  Stigand 
or  Stigande  Aakre,  and  Einar  Rikje,  as  the  first  per¬ 
sons  to  inhabit  and  cultivate  land  in  Valle.  They  were 
from  Hovet  or  Hov  in  Hylestad.  The  present  farm 
Rikje  was  at  that  time  a  springsaetre  under  Hovet. 
Hylestad  was  settled  and  cleared  before  Valle.  Stigand 
and  Einar  moved  up  to  Valle,  because  Einar  had  killed 
a  man  at  Birkeland  in  the  parish  of  Bygland.  Einar 
sold  Rikje  to  Stigand  for  $10.  This  was,  at  that  time, 
the  penalty  for  manslaughter. 

Three  brothers  of  the  murdered  man  came  up  to 
Hovet  in  order  to  avenge  their  brother’s  murder.  Ei¬ 
nar  ’s  wife  came  out  to  them  and  asked  them  to  return 
home.  If  they  went  up,  she  said,  Einar  would  kill  all 
three  of  them.  He  was  their  superior.  For  answer 
they  struck  their  sabres  against  the  stone  fence  and 
said  that  when  they  came  to  him,  they  would  make  his 
bones  rattle  as  loud  as  the  stones.  When  they  arrived 
at  Einar ’s  place  and  told  him  their  errand,  he  donned 
his  war  garments  to  go  outside  and  settle  the  quarrel. 
But  as  they  were  going  out,  they  dared  not  fight  honest¬ 
ly,  but  stabbed  him  as  he  went  ahead  of  them  through 
the  doorway. 

The  stone  that  is  said  to  have  been  raised  up  over 
his  grave  on  the  farm  was,  in  the  last  century,  broken 
down  by  the  sons  of  Olav  and  Knut  Rikje.  A  spot  on 
Aakre,  Stigand ’s  farm,  was  by  the  people  always  called 
‘  ‘  Stigandsgrepti,  ”  Stigand ’s  grave.  A  cousin  of  ours, 
Halvor  Aakre,  who  related  this  to  Rev.  Blom,  believed 
that  he  had  dug  Stigand  up,  for  he  found  there  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  arrows,  a  hand  axe,  a  part  of  a  helmet,  and  some 
other  things  said  to  have  belonged  to  Stigand,  who  was 
six  and  a  half  feet  tall.  The  black  soil  that  Halvor 
found  in  the  grave  was  about  seven  feet  long. 
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This  same  Stigand  hauled  from  “0ien,”  (island  in 
the  river)  to  Haugebirke,  the  big  stone  slab  called 
“  Stigandshelle,  ”  i.  e.  Stigand ’s  slab.  Many  years  later 
it  was  hauled  from  Haugebirke  to  the  parsonage  by 
means  of  a  bee  that  a  parson  held  for  that  purpose. 
There  it  remained  until  the  old  parsonage  burned  down 
1862.  That  slab  is  now  lying  cracked  at  the  barndoor 
of  the  south  farm  in  Sagnesgar.  In  olden  days  the 
newly  wed  couples  used  to  dance  on  this  slab. 

We  naturally  ask:  what  is  there  to  these  traditions! 
That  there  once  upon  a  time  must  have  lived  a  Stigand 
in  Aakre  is  historically  proved  by  an  old  Diploma: 
“Saetesdal  1521/’  which  testifies  that,  when  “Margrette 
Ufsdatter”  had  received  payment  for  “hendes  Odels- 
ret  til  sbndre  Aakre,”  three  “Lagrettesmaend”  decided 
that  this  place  unow  should  belong  to  Stigande  and  the 
sons  of  Nils  Torgilson.”  This  shows  that  Aakre  at  that 
time  had  been  divided  up  to  heirs.  But  how  long  a 
time  before  this  the  above  mentioned  Stigande  had 
commenced  settling  and  clearing  Valle,  no  one  can  say 
for  certain,  but  several  things  indicate  that  it  must  have 
taken  place  a  long  time,  perhaps  hundreds  of  years, 
before  1521. 

How  many  years  did  it  take  to  populate  Valle  on 
both  sides  of  Otra,  and  to  establish  the  two  parishes, 
Nomeland  and  Valle!  And  how  many  years  elapsed 
after  Valle  was  settled  up  before  the  difficultly  ac- 
cessable  mountain  parish,  Bykle,  was  settled  and  a 
church  established  by  people  from  Valle!  Reliable 
documents  prove  that  Bykle  was  a  fulfledged  parish, 
paying  tribute  to  the  Roman  pope  in  1328.  This  points 
to  the  fact  that  Stigand ’s  clearing  of  Aakre  must  have 
taken  place  several  ages  earlier. 

That  Hylestad  was  inhabited  during  the  heathen  era 
is  evident  not  only  from  the  fact  that  there  was  a 
uHov,”  the  heathen  sacrificial  and  residential  place  of 
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the  sacrificing  chief,  but  the  many  relics  from  Viking 
times,  found  in  Hylestad  and  Valle,  remind  us  of  that 
fact.  And  yet,  it  is  also  a  noteworthy  fact,  that  among 
the  many  names  of  places  in  Valle,  there  is  not  one 
called  II ov,  which  must  indicate  that  Einar  and  Stigand 
did  not  introduce  the  heathen  worship  to  Valle.  This 
brings  us  to  hope  that  they  bore  the  name  of  Christians 
and  helped  in  a  way  to  look  upon  Christianity  in  a  sober 
and  practical  manner.  Otherwise  it  cannot  be  explained, 
why  there  are  no  rumors  of  any  violent  resistance 
against  the  introduction  of  Christianity  by  the  strong 
and  stubborn  people  of  Valle. 

Stigand  or  Stigande  is  a  Norwegian  word  meaning 
stepping  up  or  forward,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
two  reliable  historians  give  it  as  the  name  of  a  promi¬ 
nent  person  in  England  at  a  time  when  many  Nor¬ 
wegians  had  settled  in  England,  making  that  land  their 
country  and  home. 

Mr.  John  R.  Green,  in  his  History  of  the  English  peo¬ 
ple,  mentions  Stigand,  in  Book  1 :  96,  saying  that  Rome 
“had  been  estranged  from  England  by  Archbishop 
Stigand ’s  acceptance  of  his  pallium  from  one  who  was 
not  owned  as  a  canonical  pope,”  and  in  Book  11:  112: 
“William’s  reforms  only  tended  to  tighten  this  hold 
of  the  crown  on  the  clergy.  Stigand  was  deposed;  and 
the  elevation  of  Langfranc  to  the  see  of  Canterbury  was 
followed  by  the  removal  of  most  of  the  English  pre¬ 
lates.” 

Of  this  the  Church  history  of  W.  M.  Blackburn  says 
p.  247:  “William  placed  the  English  Church  under  the 
rule  of  the  pope.  Never  had  papal  jurisdiction  been  so 
fully  admitted  in  Britain.  Two  cardinals  came  and 
presided  at  a  synod,  which  deposed  Archbishop  Stigand, 
nominally  for  his  lack  of  proper  consecration,  or  for 
his  disregard  of  strict  Romanism,  but  really  for  patri- 
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otic  spirit  as  an  Englishman.  But  William  was  careful 
to  have  the  office  filled  by  Langfranc,  in  1070.  ” 

Is  it  impossible  that  Stigand,  or  near  erlatives,  who 
well  knew  the  arbitrary  spirit  of  the  papal  prelates  and 
William  the  Conqueror,  now  left  England  and  hid  away 
among  the  mountains  of  Saetersdal? 

Former  conditions  of  life  in  Saetersdal 

Whatever  of  truth  there  may  or  may  not  be  in  the 
above  traditions  the  fact  remains  that  in  heathen  and 
Boman  catholic  times  much  superstition  and  ignorance 
among  the  people  was  prevalent,  until  ca.  200  years  ago. 

Hills  and  mountains,  waterfalls  and  rivers,  they  be¬ 
lieved,  were  occupied  by  different  kinds  of  Elves  and 
imps.  (Tussa,  Nissa,  Haugetrold,  N0kken,  Fossegri- 
men.)  They  were  small  men  and  women  in  gray  clothes. 
In  their  youth  the  women  were  generally  good  looking, 
but  they  were  encumbered  with  a  cow  tail  which  they 
tried  to  hide.  This  fell  off  when  they  married  a 
Christian. 

“Mara”  was  much  feared.  It  is  the  Hindu’s  ruling 
spirit  of  evil.  It  is  the  nightmare  also  spoken  of  now¬ 
adays.  It  attacked  people  in  sleep,  holding  them  so  tight 
that  not  a  finger  could  be  moved. 

Wherever  the  people  of  Ssetersdal  originally  came 
from  nobody  seems  to  know.  Some  think  they  came  over 
the  mountains  from  the  western  coast.  Nevertheless  they 
had  their  own  ideas  of  manners  at  weddings  and  build¬ 
ing  of  houses  as  well  as  their  peculiar  dress  and  lan¬ 
guage  or  dialect,  which  is  distinctly  different  from 
other  people,  excepting  in  a  part  of  Telemarken. 

Until  some  decades  ago  cleanliness  was  in  a  deplor¬ 
able  state  among  the  people.  Their  bed  clothes  were 
mostly  robes  of  sheepskin  with  the  wool  on,  and  that 
naturally  gathered  vermin.  To  fight  this  nuisance  the 
bath  house  was,  twice  every  year,  heated  to  the  utmost 
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and  the  clothes  left  hanging  there  until  all  life  in  them 
was  extinct,  for  they  knew  lausepoetry  which  the  an¬ 
noying  vermin  sings: 

“Skoller  du  mig  i  lut, 
blir  jeg  otte  dage  sjuk, 
og  biter  siden  vaerre; 
men  for  badstuen  er  jeg  raed.  ” 

Sports  and  rough  manners  in  society 

The  common  people  was  a  rough,  wild,  and  unruly 
set  of  men  glorying  in  prizefights  and  similar  sports 
taking  place  at  weddings,  but  especially  on  a  sort  of 
fairground,  called  “Skjeivodden,”  (Skjei,  turning  out, 
Vod  or  void,  flat)  to  which  people  turned  out  for  horse 
races,  horse  fights,  cock  fights,  and  men  fights.  This 
last  consisted  in  what  they  called  “spende  belte,  ”  or 
“gaa  knivgang,  ”  buckle  belt,  or  go  knife  course.  The 
two  combatants  were,  by  means  of  a  broad  belt,  buckled 
logether,  each  one  with  his  knife  to  fight  the  other  until 
one  surrendered.  Only  a  certain  length  of  the  sharp 
point  must  be  used.  And  yet  even  in  those  days  a 
murder  was  seldom  heard  of.  They  had  to  fight  legally. 

Drinking  to  excess  of  the  strong  beer,  brewed  at 
home,  was  especially  practised  in  Christmas,  at  engage¬ 
ments,  weddings,  and  funerals. 

Rev.  Gjellebdl,  pastor  in  Valle,  1772 — 1782,  writes 
that  in  his  time  several  hundred  barrels  of  malt  were 
brewed  to  beer.  For  a  wedding  well  to  do  people  brewed 
8  or  10  barrels  of  beer,  also  bought  a  half  keg  of  French, 
and  a  whole  keg  of  Danish  brandy.  A  wedding  party 
generally  lasted  from  2  to  4  days  during  which  time 
hardly  a  sober  man  could  be  found,  and  it  was  taken 
for  granted  that  no  guest  must  leave  before  every  drop 
is  consumed. 

Rev.  Aamodt,  pastor  in  Valle  1803 — 1814,  reports 
that  he  Oct.  25,  1812  gathered  the  people  and  spoke 
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earnestly  to  them  about  the  great  waste  of  food  in  brew¬ 
ing  so  much  for  Christmas,  and  how  sorely  they  needed 
for  bread  and  seed  what  little  they  had  harvested.  At 
last  he  asked  them:  “Will  you  promise  me  not  to  brew 
beer  for  Christmas V9  They  answered:  “Yes,  father, 
we  will.,,  He  then  asked,  if  a  contract  should  be  written. 
They  answered:  “As  father  wishes,  but  we  do  solemnly 
promise  it.”  “Very  well,”  said  the  pastor,  “I  will  take 
my  people  on  their  honest  word.”  By  this  agreement, 
Aamodt  says,  that  fully  100  barrels  of  cereals  were 
saved  for  Yalle. 

Images  of  idols  in  Hylestad  and  Valle 

Rev.  P.  Blom,  pastor  in  Valle  1864 — 1880,  says  in  his 
book,  published  1896,  this:  “Quite  remarkable  are  the 
images  of  idols,  as  they  in  want  of  another  name  may 
be  called,  that  in  former  days  were  found  in  Valle. 
Gjelleb0l  mentions  such  a  one  found  on  the  farm  Rikje 
and  was  called  “Hernos.”  It  was  in  1780  donated  to 
bishop  Spidberg  when  he  visited  Valle.  It  was  only  the 
head  of  a  man  made  of  wood  and  put  on  a  pole. 

“Concerning  the  image  “Fakse”  at  Brokke  in  Hyle¬ 
stad  an  old  reliable  man  told  me  this :  ‘  ‘  Fakse  was  an 
image  of  a  man  with  a  hat  on,  made  of  wood.  It  is  said 
to  have  stood  in  the  corner  of  the  house.  At  its  side 
stood  a  cabinet  (Fakseskaap)  where  the  food  that  was 
brought  him  was  kept.  Very  likely  mice  visited  that 
cupboard,  for  often  some  tusling  was  heard  in  that 
corner.  His  drink  was  poured  into  the  hat  that  was 
hollow.  On  this  account  the  image  rotted  in  the  center 
and  a  good  deal  could  be  poured  into  it.  When  Fakse 
was  last  in  existence  he  was  used  for  a  chopping  block. 
He  then  stood  in  the  summer  seat  “Skrymeli”  on  the 
Brokke  heights.  Nothing  is  left  of  him.  No  one  now 
living  can  remember  him,  nor  that  he  was  worshipped.” 

Mr.  8.  0.  Rvgnestad,  school  teacher  in  Bykle,  writes 
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in  “  Skandinaven”  March  7  this  year  (1930)  about 
another  image  in  “Norigard,”  one  of  the  farms  on 
Eygnestad:  ‘In  the  seat  of  honor  (Hbisaedet)  in  the  old 
hearth  house  (Aarestuen  eller  R0ikstuen)  which  is  yet 
standing  on  the  farm  there  stood  an  idol,  “Fakse,”  in 
the  shape  of  a  man  cut  out  of  an  aspen  block.  They 
sacrificed  to  it  beer  and  butter  milk,  and  prayed  for 
peace  and  a  good  harvest.  Later  it  was  used  only  to 
place  the  beer  bowl  on.  At  last  it  landed  in  the  wood 
shed,  and  the  owner,  Olav,  finally  chopped  it  up  for 
fuel.  This  was  about  the  year  1850.” 

Some  characteristics  cf  the  people  of  Saetersdal, 

given  by  Rev.  Blom. 

After  sixteen  year’s  service  among  the  people  of  Sae- 

tersdla  Rev.  Peter  Blom  gives  them  the  following 

testimony:  “The  folks  of  today  must  be  said  to  be  a 

fine  people.  There  are  many  tall,  broadshouldered, 

strong  and  robust  fellows  among  them.  They  generally 

have  regular  characteristic  features.  The  healthfulness 

of  the  valley,  its  isolated  situation,  the  manner  of  living, 

and  their  dislike  to  enter  into  anv  connection  with 

%/ 

people  outside  of  their  home  valley,  give  them  their 
own  peculiar  stamp. 

“They  are  able,  diligent,  and  persevering  in  labor 
when  need  be,  but  they  can  also  take  it  easy.  The  women 
are  generally  of  medium  tallness,  wellformed,  wellfed, 
and  really  handsome.  Their  gait  (manner  of  walking) 
is  also  usually  fine.  They  are  industrious  and  can  do 
much  hard  work.  Many  are  very  handy  with  the  needle 
for  sewing  and  embroidering. 

“In  mental  and  spiritual  respect  the  men  as  well  as 
the  women  are  very  well  gifted.  The  children  are  quick 
and  eager  to  learn  and  like  to  go  to  school.  I  have  found 
several  even  very  highly  gifted. 
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“As  a  rule  the  “ Ssetersd0l, ”  values  the  truths  of 
Christianity  very  much  and  makes  in  many  respects 
a  good  impression-  His  patience  is  especially  disting¬ 
uished  as  well  in  poverty  and  sickness  as  in  other 
adversity.  He  hardly  ever  complains,  he  is  pleasant 
and  friendly,  and  though  saving  yet  hospitable,  digni¬ 
fied,  helpful  and  kind  to  the  poor.  He  is  a  faithful 
friend  when  once  his  heart  has  been  won.  Even  traits  of 
romantic  chivalry  is  not  wanting.  To  his  birthplace  he 
lias  an  almost  enthusiastic  love.  To  strangers  he  is 
suspicious,  and  he  must  know  them  well  before  he 
confides  himself  to  them.”  (So  far  Rev.  Blom.) 

He  also  praises  them  for  their  excellent  mechanical 
talents  giving  the  names  of  very  good  cabinetmakers, 
wmodcarvers,  blacksmiths,  silver-  and  goldsmiths.  He 
describes  the  people’s  way  of  living,  saying  that  their 
food  is  plain,  but  very  good.  It  gives  great  bodily 
strength  and  old  age. 

They  eat  five  times  a  day.  Rising  very  early,  ca.  5 
o’clock,  they,  before  going  to  work,  eat  the  first  meal, 
called  “Bitaa,”  (Biteon.)  At  9  a.  m.  they  eat  “Dogu- 
ren, ”  (daymeal.)  At  2  o’clock  p.  m.  which  they  call 
“Non,”  they  eat  Nosmaten,”  (noonmeat.”  At  5  p.  m. 
they  eat  “Kvelsmaten,”  (eveningmeal)  after  which  they 
go  to  work  again  and  then  eat  the  5th  time  just  before 
going  to  bed. 

Rev.  Blom’s  testimony  is  as  good  as  the  people  de¬ 
serve.  My  impression  of  our  clan  is  that  they  are 
conservative  and  stubborn,  independent,  proud  and 
selfsufficient. 

I  now  take  liberty  to  introduce  the  most  prominent 
man  of  Valle  in  1814.  His  name  is  Ole  Knutson  Tvedten. 
A  picture  of  his  home  is  found  herein.  He  served  as 
“lensmand,  ”  who  is  a  sort  of  sheriff,  justice  of  peace, 
and  taxcollector.  In  his  dooryard  stood  a  granite  shaft 
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with  a  big  iron  ring  at  the  top  about  as  high  as  a  man. 
While  attending  our  circuit  school  at  this  home  in  my 
boyhood  I  saw  it  and  heard  people  say  that  when 
‘'Ting”  or  court  was  held  here  in  Knutson’s  time,  the 
lawbreakers  were  chained  to  that  strong  ring  in  the 
stone  block. 

He  was  elected  and  he  also  served  as  representative 
from  Valle  at  the  general  Congress  of  the  country  at 
Eidsvold,  near  Kristiania  in  1814.  He  may  serve  as  a 
genuine  type  of  a  Saetersddl.  Some  said  he  came  “  right 
cut  of  the  mountain.  ’  ’  . 

Without  vouching  for  the  truth  of  the  many  stories 
told  about  him  some  of  them  will  be  given  here  viz: 
At  one  of  the  court  sessions  at  his  home  he  prepared 
a  banquet  to  which  he  invited  the  officials  and  other 
prominent  people.  All  guests  praised  the  serving  up 
of  meat,  excepting  the  “Foged”  or  “Fut”  (Circuit 
judge)  who  wrinkled  his  brow  and  threw  pieces  of  meat 
around  on  the  table.  When  all  were  done  eating  Ole 
stepped  up  to  the  judge  and  asked:  “What  is  the 
penalty  for  a  box  on  the  ear?”  “Ten  dollars,”  said 
the  judge,  and  Ole  placed  ten  dollars  before  the  judge 
and  dealt  such  a  blow  to  his  ear  that  he  fainted.  He  had 
received  what  he  demanded.  He  could  say  nothing. 

Once  another  Foged  held  court  who  was  known  to 
receive  payment  of  taxes  without  giving  a  receipt 
for  the  amount  but  demanded  payment  again.  Mr. 
Tvedten  had  sent  him  three  hundred  dollars  and  now 
he  asked  for  a  receipt,  but  the  Foged  only  turned  angry. 
After  the  judge  had  gone  to  bed  Ole  went  to  him, 
grabbed  him  by  the  throat  and  choked  him  nearly  to 
death  and  asked:  “Will  you  now  give  a  receipt?  or  I 
will  run  my  knife  into  you.”  “I  will,”  stammered  the 
gasping  judge. 

At  Eidsvold  he  defended  the  rights  of  the  peasant 
freeholders  and  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  inde- 


20 


A  Family  History 


pendence  of  Norway,  even  if  war  must  be  declared,  but 
be  was  often  drunk  and  noisy.  Jacob  Aall  wrote  of 
him  that  he  of  all  at  Eidsvold  “played  the  worst  role 
and  was  often  drunk  and  noisy.’ ’ 

On  account  of  muddy  ground  near  the  assembly  hall 
at  Eidsvold  some  planks  had  been  placed  there  to 
walk  on.  Ole  once  there  met  the  king’s  famulus,  that  is, 
as  we  would  say,  his  private  secretary.  None  of  them 
would  step  aside  off  from  the  plank.  But  Knutson 
settled  the  matter  by  declaring:  “ Might  must  rule 
here,”  and  he  pushed  the  famulus  off  the  plank.  Such 
was  the  “lensmand’s”  nature  and  training. 

Nevertheless,  at  home  in  Valle  he  had  the  reputation 
of  being  liberal  and  kind  to  strangers  and  poor  people. 
He  had  means,  and  could  sometimes  boastingly  say: 
“Fyrr  braui  tryte  aa  Tveitin,  ska  vinden  trjote  aa 
heio.”  This  means:  before  the  flatbread  runs  short  in 
Tvedten  the  wind  shall  quit  blowing  on  the  mountains. 

To  the  honor  of  this  man  the  people  of  Valle  unveiled 
May  17,  1909,  a  Bauta  at  the  church. 

The  Dialect  spoken  in  Saetersdal 

The  language  spoken  by  the  common  people  in  Sae¬ 
tersdal,  as  I  remember  it  from  1861,  was  a  complete 
Scandinavian  tongue  having  many  exact  designations 
of  things  and  distinct  grammatical  forms  that  an  out¬ 
sider  would  find  difficult  to  learn.  For  instance:  there 
are  two  different  names  for  what  in  English  is  called 
“door. ”  That  part,  swinging  on  hinges  for  closing  the 
entrance,  is  called  “hur,  ”  definite  form  “huri,  ”  plural 
“hurin.  ”  The  door  opening  is  called  “dyn,  ”  definite 
form  “dynni,”  plural,  “dynnan. ”  If  I  wish  to  say: 
people  must  go  out  the  door,  we  say:  “Fok  lyt  gange 
ut  dynni, ”  if  I  said:  “Fok  lyt  gauge  ut  huri, ”  I  would 
be  laughed  to  scorn,  for  it  would  mean,  they  must  go 
through  the  part  swinging  on  hinges. 
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If  I  am  speaking  of  a  difinite  gathering  of  people,  I 
must  say:  “Fokje  lyt  gange”  etc.  To  declare  that  the 
people  had  to  go  through  the  doors,  then  I  say:  “ Fokje 
laut  gange  ut  dvnnan.”  But  if  they  stand  at  the  doors, 

I  must  say:  “dai  stande  imne  dynno,”  not  dvnnan,  but 
here  “dynno.”  “Laut”  is  the  past  tense  of  the  verb 
“aa  1  jote, ’ ?  to  have  to,  or  be  obliged  to.  In  present 
tense  we  say:  “eg  lyt,”  etc.  in  singular,  but  in  plural 
it  is:  “me  ljote,  dai  ljote,”  and  past  participle:  “me 
heve  loti.” 

The  giving  of  names  to  children  and  of  inheriting  the  home 

At  baptism  the  children  receive  only  one  name  viz: 
the  child’s  grandparent’s  name,  first  on  the  father’s 
side  then  on  the  mother’s.  When  the  full  name  is  given 
the  baptismal  name  is  first  written,  then  the  father’s 
baptismal  name  (not  grandfather’s  name)  with  the  de¬ 
signation  of  son  or  daughter,  and  at  last  the  name  of 
the  homestead  thus:  Ole  Knutson  Tvedten.  His  son 
would  write  Knut  Olson  Tvedten,  and  his  sister  would 
write:  Anne  Olsdaughter  Tvedten.  These  two  names 
abreviated  would  be  written  or  carved  thus :  K.  0.  S.  T. 
the  sister:  A.  0.  D.  T. 

The  oldest  boy  in  the  family  would  invariably  inherit 
the  home,  if  he  was  of  sound  mind,  otherwise  the  next 
son.  I  presume  a  part  must  be  paid  to  the  other  heirs, 
but  the  girls  inherited  only  half  as  much  as  their 
brothers.  When  there  were  only  girls  the  oldest  in¬ 
herited  the  homestead. 

Some  of  our  fcrebaars 

My  father’s  birthplace  was  Aakre,  one  of  the  oldest 
places  in  Valle.  The  occupants  of  Aakre  reckon  their 
genealogy  away  back  to  Stigande  Aakre.  Old  documents 
from  1521,  1616  and  1636  show  that  descendants  of  him 
owned  the  place.  In  1730  it  was  owned  by  Tellev  B jug- 
son  Aakre  and  his  wife  who  was  a  daughter  of  Kittil 
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Momerak  in  Fyrisdal  .He  had  4  farms  and  lived  in  Rota 
in  Rikje,  near  Aakre.  Their  son,  Bjug  Tellefsen  Aakre 
and  Birgit  Olsdanghter  Rikje,  his  wife,  were  my  father’s 
grandparents.  In  their  time  heating  stoves  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  Valle.  For  cooking  they  had  only  the  fireplace. 
The  chastity  of  their  daughter  was  violated.  This  made 
them  so  extremely  unhappy  that,  they  were  said,  actually 
to  have  left  all  and  started  to  run  away.  But  they  had 
not  gone  very  far  before  they  sat  down  to  rest  and  one 
of  them  asked  the  other:  why  are  we  running  away? 
have  we  done  any  wrong?  The  other  said:  no,  we  have 
not,  why  should  we  leave  then,  let  us  go  back  home,  and 
they  did  go  home.  A  stain  had  been  put  on  the  family. 

Nevertheless,  thev  must  have  been  considered  to  be 
respectable  people,  for  according  to  records  in  the 
parish  book  of  Valle,  Bjug  together  with  the  pastor, 
Peder  Ludvig  Lund  in  Valle  (1794 — 1803)  were  elected 
the  first  commissaries  for  reconciling  and  arbitrating 
difficulties  in  Valle  and  Hylestad.  In  less  than  two 
years  they  decided  68  cases.  Bjug  died  Sept.  1,  1798. 
My  grandfather,  Tellef  Bjugson  died  in  1818  and 
grandmother,  Gro  Gjermundsdaughter,  in  1833,  80  years 
of  age.  They  had  a  farm  also  in  Harstad. 

Uncle  Bjug  Tellefson,  the  oldest  son  in  the  family, 
born  1789,  died  1858,  became  the  owner  of  both  Aakre 
and  one  of  the  farms  on  Harstad.  Of  this  my  parents 
received  a  small  tract  called  Gangshei,  situated  a  short 
distance  above  Harstad.  Here  the  necessary  dwellings 
were  erected,  and,  in  course  of  time  a  family  of  ten 
children  bred  and  born  there.  After  our  emigration  to 
America  the  houses  on  Gangshei  were  taken  down.  Thus 
the  picture  on  page  ??  shows  only  the  stonewall  and 
the  cellar  of  the  dvelling.*  Only  few  steps  below  this 
stands  the  old  birchtree  seen  on  the  picture. 

Father  suffered  much  from  Rheumatism  and  had  to 
use  crutches  as  long  as  I  can  remember  him.  Somehow 
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lie  became  implicated  in  helping*  unlawfully  to  histill 
liquor,  and  had,  on  that  account,  to  stay  some  days  on 
bread  and  water  at  the  “lensmands”  jail  in  Rikje.  This 
was  another  dark  blot  on  the  Aakre-generation.  He  was 
a  man  of  few  words  but  of  generally  good  common 
sense.  He  was  eager  to  have  the  children  learn  their 
lessons  well  and  to  be  obedient.  Once  he  commanded 
me  to  say  the  Lord’s  prayer.  Though  I  knew  it  well  it 
now  so  completely  dropped  from  my  memory  that  it 
was  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  say  it.  He  stood 
over  me  with  a  switch  readv  to  strike,  but  he  must 
have  understood  my  peculiar  plight,  for  he  did  not  strike. 

By  repairing  shoes,  tanning  sheepskins  with  the  wool 
on,  and  making  robes  of  them  he  helped  to  make  a 
scant  living.  While  doing  this  he  was  often  singing 
hymns. 

The  parents  of  my  wife,  Gyro  Svensdaughter  Aamlir 
were  Sven  Olson  Aamli,  born  1832  and  married  to  Turi 
Aanonsdaughter  Bd,  born  1835.  She  died  1868  in 
Valle,  he  1900  in  McIntosh,  Minnesota.  Her  grand¬ 
parents  were  Ole  Olson  Aamli,  born  1792,  and  Gyro 
Svensdaughter  Roysland,  born  1793.  He  died  1853.  His 
father  was  Ole  Olson  Aamli,  born  1743,  married  to 
Turi  Tarjesdaugliter  B0,  who  died  1837.  He  died  1834, 
91  years  of  age. 

My  parents  were  Aanond  Tellefson  Aakre,  born  1800, 
married  1829  to  Torbj0r  Kittilsdaughter  Harstad,  born 
1810.  He  died  at  Seneca,  Illinois  1861,  and  she  near 
Crookston,  Minn.  1894.  She  was  confirmed  in  1826  by 
Rev.  Hans  Chr.  Ross  and  placed  at  the  head  of  her 
class  of  12  girls  and  7  boys,  also  receiving  the  testimony 
of  excellent  knowledge  and  conduct. 

Mother’s  genealogy  we  trace  back  to  1661.  That 
year  Rev.  Esaias  Hanson  Buggo,  from  Etne,  district 
of  Bergen,  was  appointed  pastor  of  Valle,  Saetersdal, 
where  he  remained  until  1697.  He  had  two  daughters. 
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Mathea  and  Maren  or  Mary.  They  were  both  married 
in  Valle.  Mary  married  the  lieutenant,  later  captein, 
Carolus  Kingling,  an  Hollander  by  birth.  Their  daughter, 
Anna  Carolusdaughter  Kingling  married  Gunder  Tel- 
lefsen  Aamli.  Their  daughter  Torbjdr  Gunder sdaugh ter 
Aamli  was  Bugges  great  grandchild  and  my  mother’s 
great  grandmother  for  whom  she  was  named.  Torbjdr 
Gundersdaughter  Aamli  married  Gjermund  Kittilson 
Aakre  whose  son  was  Daniel  Gjermundson  Aakre, 
married  to  Targjaer  Gjermundsdaughter  Harstad.  These 
were  my  mother’s  grandparents,  whose  son  was  Kittil 
Danielson  Harstad. 

Our  maternal  grandparents  are  KITTIL  DANIEL¬ 
SON  HARSTAD,  born  1779,  married  to  INGEBJ0R 
T J ODGJEISD AU GHTER  QUESTE,  born  1786.  He 
perished  in  a  snowslide  on  the  Brokkemountains,  but 
toward  spring  he  was  found  in  a  deep  snow  bank, 
brought  home  and  buried  in  Valle  1833.  She  died  in 
1875.  Their  children  were: 

1 —  Torbjdr,  born  1810,  married  1829  Aanond  Tellef- 
sen  Aakre,  died  1894. 

2 —  Daniel,  born  Oct.  13,  1815,  died  March  12,  1895 
married  to  Gyro  Bjdrnsdaughter  Queste,  born  May 
16,  1823,  died  Sept.  2,  1892. 

3 —  Gjermund,  emigrated  to  Tytegrav,  Telemarken. 

4 —  Tjodgjei,  born  Feb.  2,  1822,  was  one  of  the  first 
to  emigrate  to  America  from  Valle  1844.  As  U.  S. 
citizen  he  was  named  Charles  Donalson.  In  1850 
he  married  Mrs.  Susan  Thorson  in  Ottawa,  Ill.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Nels  N.  Hersdal,  one  of  the 
company  that  came  to  New  York  1825  on  the  Sloop 
i  ‘  Restaurationen.  ”  She  was  born  near  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  Feb.  26,  1826.  Their  children  born  in  La 
Salle,  Ill.  are: 
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1 —  Charles,  born  Dec.  22,  1852,  died  July  16,  1926. 

2 —  Nelson,  born  March  6,  1854,  died  Aug.  18,  1914. 

3 —  Belle,  born  Jan.  6,  1856,  died  Sept.  14,  1858. 

4 —  Cornelius,  born  May  15,  1858,  died  May  25, 

1926. 

5 —  George,  born  Feb.  27,  1861. 

6 —  Oscar,  born  Oct.  19,  1863,  died  Jan.  23,  1905. 

7 —  Mary  L.,  born  Jan.  15,  1866.  Teacher  and 

Sunday  School  Supt. 

8 —  Bertha  X.,  born  March  26,  1868,  married  to  P. 

Chapman. 

Mrs.  Donalson  died  Oct.  9,  1897,  and  Mr.  Chas. 

Donalson  June  23,  1899.  Both  are  buried  at 

the  Stavanger  Church  Cemetery,  some  miles  north 

of  Seneca,  Ill. 

5 —  Anne,  born  1829,  married  to  Tarald  Aamli,  died 
1880. 

6 —  Targjer,  married  Bjdrgulf  Bratteland  in  Bykle, 
emigrated  to  America. 

Our  forefathers  both  in  Aakre,  Harstad  and  Aamli 
were  religious  people  sympathizing  with  Hans  Nielsen 
Hauge. 

The  names,  births  etc.  of  the  children  born  to  our 
parents,  Aanond  Tellefson  and  Torbjbr  Kittelsdaughter, 
on  Gangshei,  Harstad,  shall  now  be  given  together 
with  their  offspring  in  America. 

I.  GEO  A  AN  ON  SD  AU  GHTER  HAESTAD  was 
born  Oct.  2,  1831,  in  Valle,  Saetersdalen,  Norway;  came 
to  Seneca,  Ill.  in  1861;  was  married  in  1865  to  Thore 
Jutland  at  Arendal.  Fillmore  Co.,  Minn.;  Gro  died  Dec. 
26,  1884,  and  Thore  died  Oct.  5, '  1901 ;  both  buried  in 
Arendal  Cemeterv;  they  had  5  children: 
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1 —  (Aanond)Owen,  born  July  25,  1866;  married  at 
Arendal  in  Feb.  1902  to  Anna  Bakken  of  Rush- 
ford,  Minn.,  whom  he  divorced;  married  second 
time  in  Arendal  May  13,  1924  to  Mrs.  Anna  Boyum 
of  Arendal;  had  3  children  with  first  wife  and  one 
with  2nd  wife: 

1 —  Gladys  Bergitta,  born  April  2,  1903;  married 
at  Arendal  Dec.  19,  1923  to  Harold  Dahle  of 
Rnshford;  farming  near  Rushford;  have  2  chil¬ 
dren  : 

1 —  Anetta  Constance,  bom  Dec.  6,  1924. 

2 —  Dorothy,  born  April  13,  1928  . 

2 —  Alice  Adaline,  born  Dec.  10,  1905  at  Arendal  ; 
married  Dec.  16,  1924,  to  Melvin  Brown,  book¬ 
keeper  of  Arendal;  reside  in  Chicago;  one  child: 

Robert  Gaylord;  born  at  Wilton,  Wis.  April 
25,  1927. 

3 —  Carl  Theodore,  born  June  9,  1908;  died  from 
automobile  accident  at  Arendal,  Aug.  17,  1928; 

buried  in  Arendal  Cemetery. 

4 —  Ona  Emellyne,  born  Oct.  29,  1925,  from  sec¬ 
ond  marriage. 

2 —  Knute  Edward,  born  Nov.  8,  1868,  died  March  8, 
1869,  buried  in  Arendal  Cemetery. 

3 —  Knute  Edward,  born  Nov.  25,  1870;  married  at 
Bucyrus,  N.  D.,  Oct.  21,  1915,  to  Miss  Susie  Hille- 
stad  of  Arendal;  farmer  at  Bucyrus  a  few  years 
and  returned  to  Arendal;  died  there  Sept.  20,  1919; 
buried  in  Arendal  Cemetery;  two  children: 

1 —  Gladys  Carriene,  born  at  Bucyrus,  N.  D. ; 
April  27,  1916;  lives  with  mother  at  Pilot  Mound, 
Fillmore  County,  Minn. 

2 —  Elmer  Truman,  born  at  Bucyrus,  June  24, 
1918;  lives  with  mother. 
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4 —  Sarah  (Siri)  Berthine,  born  May  15,  1873;  mar¬ 
ried  June  17,  1890,  to  John  H.  Johnson  of  Arendal;. 
farming  there;  five  children: 

1 —  Elmer  Gordon,  born  March  15,  1897;  in  ser¬ 
vice  in  world  war  as  Sergeant  at  Camp  Cody  and 
Fort  Wingate,  N.  M. ;  barber  at  Peterson,  Minm 

2 —  Hazel  Theresa,  born  Nov.  6,  1901;  married 
Nov.  26,  1925,  to  Adolph  Boyum  of  Arendal, 
farming  near  Peterson;  one  child: 

Ferdinand  Harold,  born  Dec.  22,  1929. 

3 —  Sidney  Julian,  born  Aug.  14,  1908;  working 
on  farm  near  Arendal. 

4 —  Carrie  Junett,  born  Dec.  10,  1913;  at  home. 

5 —  Vera  Elizabeth,  born  July  12,  1917;  at  home. 

5 —  Caroline,  born  Dec.  22,  1875;  married  at  Aren¬ 
dal,  Jan.  26,  1899,  to  Ole  Dahle  of  Arendal;  moved 
to  Adams  County,  N.  D.,  in  1907 ;  farming  near 
Bucyrus;  5  children: 

1 —  Julian  Truman,  born  at  Arendal,  Jan.  10, 
1901;  died  Feb.  26,  1919;  buried  at  Bucyrus. 

2 —  Alva,  born  March  7,  1905,  at  Arendal ;  teach¬ 
er  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

3 —  Grant,  born  Oct.  28,  1909 ;  farming  near  Bu- 

cvrus. 

«. 

4 —  Octavia  Charlotte,  born  Sept.  11,  1911;  grad¬ 
uate  of  Bucyrus  high  school ;  attending  normal 
school  at  Dickenson,  N.  Dak. 

5 —  Twila,  born  Aug.  11,  1914;  attending  Bucyrus 
high  school. 

II.  KITTIL  AANONDSON  HARSTAD,  citizen 
name  Charles  .Anderson,  born  at  Valle  in  Saetersdal, 
Norway,  Feb.  19,  1834;  came  to  Seneca,  La  Salle  Coun¬ 
ty?  Hty  in  1854;  was  in  the  South,  in  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana,  a  year  or  two  before  the  Civil  War;  came 
back  to  Seneca,  Ill.;  came  to  Greenfield,  Fillmore  Coun¬ 
ty,  Minn.,  in  1865;  married  in  Arendal,  Nov.  27,  1866y 
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to  Mrs.  ELI  FJELDSTAD,  widow,  maiden  name  ELI 
KNUDSDAUGHTER  ESPETVEDT,  born  at  Espet- 
vedt  in  Saetersdal,  Norway,  March  14,  1937;  came  as  a 
young  girl  from  Norway  with  her  parents  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  a  few  years  later  to  Arendal  township,  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minn. ;  died  at  her  home  there  Dec.  18, 
1903;  buried  in  North  Prairie  Cemetery;  Kittil  bought 
considerable  land  in  1877  or  1878,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mayville,  N.  D. 

This  is  the  young  man,  26  years  of  age,  who,  after 
six  years  of  hard  labor  before  the  Civil  War  began, 
when  wages  were  only  $8  per  month  or  50  cents  per  day, 
in  1860  proved  his  memory  of  and  tender  sympathy 
with  his  parents,  brothers  and  sisters  living  in  Norway 
under  the  most  grinding  poverty,  by  sending  to  them  in 
1860  all  his  savings,  which  enabled  them  all  to  emi¬ 
grate  to  America.  Does  this  not  prove  his  great  ability 
and  remarkable  sympathy  and  liberality? 

Many  years  later  some  of  the  family  showed  some 
pity  on  the  indigent  people  in  Valle.  Two  of  them, 
namely  Gjermund  and  Bjug,  in  1908  sent  $20  to  a 
cousin,  Bjorn  Danielson  Harstad,  with  the  instruction 
to  distribute  them  as  a  Christmas  gift  to  needy  persons 
in  Valle.  Perhaps  others  did  likewise.  But  Kittil  sur¬ 
passed  us  all  in  sympathy  and  liberality.  In  the  fall 
of  1909  he  sent  371  crowns  to  Bjorn  with  power  in  his 
place  to  prepare  a  feast  for  the  indigent  people  in 
Valle  and  dsitribute  the  money  to  them,  to  the  best  of 
his  ability.  After  consulting  the  pastor  and  others, 
Bjorn  caused  the  following  announcement  to  be  made 
by  Rev.  Liljedal  from  the  pulpit  on  Christmas  day: 
“On  Tuesday,  Dec.  28,  there  will,  in  Valle  church  par¬ 
lors,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  in  the  parish  a  feast  to 
which  all  such  are  cordially  invited.  The  directors  of  the 
parlors  are  also  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  begin¬ 
ning  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.  It  is  my  hope  that  all  who  are 
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needy  and  hard  up  will  meet.  All  are  heartily  welcome. 
This  is  done  for  a  man  in  America  who 'is  from  Valle. 
Bj0rn  D.  Halstad.  ” 

According  to  his  detailed  report  to  Kittil,.too  long 

10  be  taken  in  here,  it  appears  that  there  was  a  big 

gathering  and  a  good  program  given  of  diversified  song 

and  speeches,  making  the  festivity  a  grand  success. 

'When  refreshments  in  food  of  various  kinds  had  been 

served  to  all  with  coffee  and  sugar,  more  than  forty 

needy  persons  received  their  portion  of  the  money  sent 

thm.  Then  one  of  them,  Knut  Bjornson  Homme,  an 

old  man  between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  stepped  up 

and  with  tearful  eves  declared  that  he  could  not  find 

* 

words  to  express  his  heartfelt  thankfulness  and  joy  on 
account  of  this  banquet  without  an  equal  in  the  history 
of  Valle. 

He  closed  with  an  ardent  plea  and  prayer  to  our 
merciful  Lord  that  He  would  grant  His  rich  blessings 
to  the  kind  giver,  to  his  family,  and  to  his  property. 
After  :his  some  time  was  spent  in  joyful  conversation 
and  singing  when  refreshments  were  served  the  sec¬ 
ond  time,  whereupon  Bj0rn  D.  Harstad  expressed  his 
thankfulness  to  all  for  this  pleasant  meeting.  Then 
all  joined  in  singing:  “0  the  Happy  Day  When  We 
Shall  Stand  Amid  the  Heavenly  Throng/’  etc.  Bj0rn 
reports  that  to  absent  needy  persons  their  portion  was 
sent  and  that  there  were  none  of  our  relatives  among 

the  needv. 

•/ 


The  next  year,  1910,  Bj0rn  must  have  received 
from  Kittil  a  larger  sum  of  money  for  the  same  pur¬ 
pose  with  similar  instructions,  for  a  correspondent  in 
“Normanden,”  Grand  Forks,  N.  Dak.,  gives  a  glowing 
report  of  a  like  banquet  in  the  same  place  on  April  13, 
3rd  day  of  Easter.  It  is  stated  that  before  the  close  of 
that  meeting  “there  flew  ten-crown  bills  and  two-crown 
bills  all  over  the  hall.” 
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Kittil  also  donated  to  his  church  denomination  a 
valuable  farm  near  Ada,  Minnesota. 

He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Ole,  near  Mayville, 
March  .1,  1915;  buried  in  North  Prairie  Cemetery,  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minn.  Kittil  and  Eli  had  seven  children. 

1 — Oscar  Andreas,  born  at  Arendal,  Aug.  30,  1867 ; 
married  there  Feb.  6,  1895,  to  Carrie  Fjeld,  born 
July  27,  1874,  in  Valdres,  Norway;  came  to  May¬ 
ville,  N.  D.,  in  1889;  they  settled  near  Mayville  in 
the  spring  of  1895;  farmed  there  35  years;  Oscar 
died  at  his  home  Oct.  31,  1929;  buried  in  Mayville 
Cemetery;  had  ten  children: 

1 —  Ella,  born  near  Mayville,  March  7,  1896; 

teacher;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school  and 
teachers’  college  at  Mayville,  and  attended  St. 
Olaf  College,  Northfield,  Minn.,  one  year;  has 
taught  school  at  Hankinson  and  Cavalier,  N.  D. ; 
Wheaton,  Minn. ;  Kalispell,  Montana,  and  We¬ 
natchee,  Wash.;  will  teach  at  Larimore,  N.  D. ; 
coming  school  year. 

2 —  Casper,  born  near  Mayville,  Sept.  14,  1897 ; 
graduate  of  Mayville  high  school;  attended  the 
State  University  of  N.  D.  three  years ;  gradu¬ 
ate  of  a  medical  college  in  Chicago ;  practicing 
physician  at  Hammond,  Ind;  married  in  Chicago, 
Dec.  31,  1923,  to  Miss  Helen  Mayme  Thompson 
of  Chicago ;  resides  at  Hammond,  Ind. ;  two  chil¬ 
dren. 

1 —  Phyllis  Gean,  born  at  Hammond,  April  25, 
1925. 

2—  Audrey  Clarice,  born  at  Hammond,  June 
26,  1929. 

3 —  Henry  Conrad,  born  at  Mayville,  January  21, 
1901;  married  May  6,  1922,  at  Grand  Forks,  N. 
D.,  to  Edith  Teigland  of  Bemidji,  Minn.;  work- 
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ing  for  baking  company  at  Grand  Forks,  and  re¬ 
sides  there;  one  child: 

Everett  Harvey,  born  at  Grand  Forks,  April 
11,  1923. 

4 — Manda,  born  at  Mayville,  May  10,  1905;  teach¬ 
er;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school  and  May¬ 
ville  Teachers’  college;  has  taught  school  at 
Drayton  and  Finley,  N.  D.,  and  will  continue  at 
Finlev. 

5  Claudine,  born  at  Mayville,  December  16, 
1906 ;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school ;  married 
April  2,  1930,  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  to  John 
Walsh  of  Chicago;  clerk;  residing  in  New  York 
city  at  present. 

6 — Orlin,  born  at  Mayville,  November  29,  1908; 
farming  at  home. 

~  Alfred  Alfeld,  born  at  Mayville,  January  31, 
1910;  graduate  of  high  school  at  Mayville;  work¬ 
ing  at  Hammond,  Indiana. 

8  Alpha,  born  at  Mayville,  May  5,  1911 ;  train¬ 
ing  for  nurse  at  Mayville  hospital. 

9—  Esther  Lenora,  born  at  Mayville,  April  19, 
1913;  attending  Mayville  high  school. 

10—  Rudolph  Herman,  born  at  Mayville,  March 
28,  191/  ;  attending  grade  school  at  Mayville. 

2  Si  grid  Elina,  born  at  Arendahl,  Minn.,  Nov.  29, 
1869;  married  at  Arendahl,  Dec.  12,  1894;  to  An¬ 
dreas  J.  Ivjos  of  Arendahl;  he  was  born  at  Aren¬ 
dahl,  April  26,  1871 ;  moved  to  Mayville,  N.  D.,  and 
located  on  farm  there  in  April,  1895 ;  Andreas  died 
at  Mayville  April  f3,  1908;  buried  in  Mayville  ceme¬ 
tery  ;  Sigrid  resides  at  present  in  Northfield,  Minn. ; 
five  children: 

1 — Joseph  Gerhard,  born  at  Mayville,  April  29, 
1896;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school  and  at¬ 
tended  St.  Olaf  college,  Northfield,  Minn.,  one 
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year,  and  graduate  of  the  state  university,  Grand 
Forks,  N.  I). ;  cashier  at  First  National  Bank, 
Portland,  N.  D. 

2 —  Clarence  Eugene,  born  at  Mayville,  May  17, 
1899;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school,  of  state 
university  at  Grand  Forks,  and  of  Rush  Medical 
college,  Chicago;  practiced  two  years  in  New 
York  city  as  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  specialist, 
practicing  as  such  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Washington. 

3 —  Ellen  Beatrice,  born  at  Mayville,  August  7, 
1901;  graduate  of  St.  Olaf  college,  Northfield, 
Minn. ;  married  at  Mayville,  Sept.  2,  1925,  to  Olaf 
C.  Christiansen,  teacher  at  Oberlin  Conservatory, 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  resided  there  until  recently; 
two  children: 

1 —  Sylvia  Ellen,  born  at  Northfield,  Oct.  9, 
1926. 

2 —  Frederick  Melius,  born  at  Flint,  Mich., 
March  5,  1929. 

4 —  Neil  A.,  born  at  Mayville,  February  28,  1904; 
graduate  of  Mayville  high  school,  and  of  St. 
Olaf  college;  married  at  Flint,  Mich.,  June  16, 
1929,  to  Helen  Matson  of  Flint;  resides  at  Ur- 
bana,  Ill. ;  band  director  at  Illinois  University, 
Urbana,  Ill.;  no  children. 

5 —  Ahlfeld  Selian,  born  at  Mayville,  May  2, 
1906;  died  Jan.  27,  1907;  buried  in  Mayville  cem¬ 
etery. 

3 —  Still-born  baby  girl,  born  at  Arendahl,  August 
5,  1872;  buried  in  Arendahl  cemetery. 

4 —  Ole  K.,  born  February  14,  1874,  at  Arendahl; 
located  many  years  ago  at  Mayville,  N.  D. ;  farm¬ 
er;  married  in  1910,  Holden,  Goodhue  County, 
Minn.,  to  Helen  Akre,  born  at  Macintosh,  Minn., 
May  12,  1888;  resides  on  farm  near  Mayville;  four 
children : 
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1 —  Julian,  born  near  Mayville,  August  3,  1911; 
graduate  of  Mayville  high  school;  working  on 
farm  at  home. 

2 —  Karsten  Oliver,  born  near  Mayville,  July  27, 
1913;  senior  at  Mayville  high  school. 

3 —  Edith  Junette,  born  near  Mayville,  Sept.  24, 
1922;  attending  grade  school. 

4 —  Gudrun  Heline,  born  near  Mayville,  June  6, 
1924;  attending  grade  school. 

5 —  Carl  Tobias,  born  near  Arendahl,  April  23,  1876; 
died  Jan.  13,  1901;  buried  in  North  Prairie  ceme- 
terv. 

6 —  Anton  Arent,  born  near  Arendahl,  Sept.  23, 
1878;  married  at  Ada,  Minn.,  June  3,  1903,  to  Miss 
Emma  Belinda  Austinson  of  Ada;  located  on  farm 
near  Portland,  where  they  still  reside;  Emma  was 
born  Jan.  30,  1877,  at  Hoffman,  Grant  County, 
Minn. ;  four  children : 

1 —  Kenneth  Hartman,  born  near  Portland,  Oc¬ 
tober  22,  1906;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school 
and  of  Mayville  state  teachers’  college;  teacher 
in  high  school  at  Richey,  Mont. 

2 —  Erling  Gerhard,  born  near  Portland,  March 

10,  1907 ;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school  and 
of  St.  Olaf  college ;  at  home  at  present. 

3 —  Eleanor  Antoinette,  born  near  Portland,  Aug. 

11,  1910;  graduate  of  Mayville  high  school;  stu¬ 
dent  at  Mayville  teachers’  college. 

4 —  Gilmar  Truman,'  born  near  Portland,  Nov.  28, 
1912;  student  at  Mayville  high  school. 

7 —  Neil  Theodore,  born  near  Arendahl,  Aug.  26, 
1880;  died  at  home,  Dec.  19,  1901;  buried  in  North 
Prairie  cemeterv. 
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III.  TOLLEF  AANONDSON  HARSTAD,  born 
June  16,  1836,  in  Saetersdal,  Norway;  married  there  in 
May,  1861,  to  MARGIT  SALVESDAUGHTER  NOME- 
LAND;  born  in  Saetersdal,  Aug.  2,  1840;  came  to  Sen¬ 
eca,  LaSalle  County,  Illinois,  in  1861;  settled  at  Green¬ 
field,  now  Harmony,  Fillmore  County,  Minn.,  in  1867 ; 
Tollef  died  Dec.  9,  1907;  buried  in  Greenfield  Cemetery; 
Margit  died  Feb.  20,  1908;  buried  in  same  cemetery; 
had  eleven  children: 

1 — Owen  (Aanond),  born  June  13,  1862,  near  Sen¬ 
eca,  LaSalle  County,  Illinois;  married  March  10, 
1886,  at  Harmony  to  Miss  Isabella  Brokken  of  Har¬ 
mony,  born  Nov.  16,  1860;  retired,  residing  near 
Harmony,  Minn.;  have  had  seven  children: 

1 —  Anna  Malina,  born  May  19,  1887,  at  Har¬ 
mony;  married  May  7,  1916,  to  Clarence  Ellis  of 
Harmony ;  farming  near  Dwight,  N.  D. ;  two 
children : 

1 —  Alma  Doris,  born  at  Harmony,  April  25, 
1918. 

2 —  Odin  Rudolph,  born  at  Harmony,  June  25, 
1923. 

2 —  Tallak  Edmund,  born  at  Harmony,  Dec.  26, 
1888 ;  died  by  auto  accident  July  17,  1913 ;  buried 
in  Greenfield  cemetery. 

3 —  (Aase)  Ausey  Gurine,  born  at  Harmony, 
Sept.  9,  1890;  married  Aug.  4,  1913,  to  H.  A. 
Daniels,  implement  dealer,  of  Harmony ;  have 
had  six  children: 

1 —  Shirley  Isabella,  born  in  California,  Nov. 
16,  1914;  graduate  of  Harmony  high  school; 
resides  with  parents. 

2 —  Bayonne  Alice,  born  at  Harmony  Oct.  8, 
1915;  attending  Harmony  high  school. 

3 —  Alma  Jean,  born  at  Harmony,  July  16, 
1918;  attending  school. 
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4 —  Marjorie,  born  in  California,  March  11, 
1920;  died  in  1922;  buried  in  Big  Spring  cem¬ 
etery,  near  Harmony,  Minn. 

5 —  Flavia  Isabella,  born  at  Harmony  Dec.  16, 
1921;  attending  school. 

6 —  Herbert  Alonzo  Roderick,  born  at  Harmo¬ 
ny,  Nov.  20,  1927. 

4 —  Alma  Isabella,  born  at  Harmony,  Sept.  16, 
1892;  married  in  May,  1913,  to  Richard  Jones  of 
Harmony;  died  July  22,  1914;  buried  in  Green¬ 
field  cemetery;  no  children. 

5 —  Amanda  Rebecca,  born  at  Harmony,  Nov.  4, 
1894;  died  Dec.  2,  1894;  buried  in  Greenfield 
cemeterv. 

6 —  James  Tillman,  born  Oct.  31,  1895;  married 
Oct.  22,  1924,  to  Myrtle  Quammen  of  Harmony, 
born  Feb.  11,  1894;  located  on  farm  near  Har¬ 
mony;  three  children: 

1 —  James  Tillman,  born  at  Harmony  Sept.  6, 

1925. 

2 —  John  Bruce,  born  at  Harmony  Sept.  29, 

1926. 

3 —  Carter  Blaine,  born  at  Harmony  Dec.  27, 
1928. 

7 —  Tollef  Edwin,  born  at  Harmony  Dec.  5,  1897; 
painter,  located  at  Harmony. 

2 — (Salve)  Samuel,  born  April  12,  1864,  near  Sen¬ 
eca,  Ill.;  married  Nov.  16,  1884,  to  Julia  Brokken 
of  Harmony;  born  Nov.  26,  1864;  they  located  on 
a  farm  near  Harmony,  where  Salve  is  still  resid¬ 
ing;  she  died  March  13,  1929;  buried  in  Greenfield 
cemeterv;  ten  children: 

1 — (Aase)  Amy  Matilda,  born  at  Harmony  Dec. 
2,  1885;  married  June  18,  1912,  to  Michael  Mar- 
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zolf;  reside  at  Central  Butte,  Sas.,  Canada; 
farming  there;  seven  children: 

1 —  Vera  Margaret,  born  at  Central  Butte 
March  10,  1913. 

2 —  Sadie  Rozena,  born  at  Central  Butte  June 
6,  1915. 

3 —  Howard  Maxwell,  born  same  place  Jan.  19, 
1917. 

4 —  Ore  Lee  Bernadine,  born  same  place  Oct. 
29,  1918. 

5 —  Archie  Durward,  born  same  place,  Sept. 
25,  1924. 

6 —  Edward  Byron,  born  same  place  Feb.  6, 
1926. 

7 —  Gorda  Darlyn,  born  same  place  May  6, 
1928. 

2 —  Tallak  Eugene,  born  at  Harmony  Aug.  2, 
1887 ;  carpenter,  located  at  Rochester,  Minn. 

3 —  Marget  Talletta,  born  at  Harmony  July  22, 
1889;  married  at  Harmony  Jan.  6,  1914,  to  Mar¬ 
tin  Bjorge  of  Rushford,  Minn. ;  died  from  burns 
July  31,  1918;  buried  in  Greenfield  cemetery; 
two  children:  . 

1 —  Captola  Bernadine,  born  at  Harmony  June 
29,  1915. 

2 —  Delone  Jewell,  born  at  Harmony  April  30, 
1917 ;  both  living  with  their  aunt,  Mrs.  Good¬ 
win  Dahlen,  at  Mabel,  Minn. 

4 —  Stella  Gertina,  born  at  Harmony  Sept.  25, 
1891;  married  at  Harmony  Sept.  18,  1912,  to 
Richard  Bigalk  of  Granger,  Minn. ;  auto  dealer, 
located  at  Harmony;  two  children: 

1  Russell  Stanley,  born  at  Kendalville,  la., 
Nov.  12,  1914; 

2  Gloria  Ruth,  born  at  Harmony  July  11, 
1923. 
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5 —  Tillman  Helmar,  born  Aug.  22,  1893;  married 
to  Emma  Thompson  of  Mabel,  Minn.,  April  19, 
1921 ;  located  on  farm  near  Lanesboro,  Minn. ; 
three  children: 

1 —  Lorraine  Winifred,  born  at  Harmony  March 
23,  1922. 

2 —  Donald  Helmar,  born  at  Harmony  Oct.  6, 
1925. 

3 —  Kenneth  Ronald,  born  at  Harmony  Dec.  19, 
1928. 

6 —  Hilda  Marie,  born  at  Harmony  Feb.  6,  1896; 
married  at  Butte,  Mont.,  May  23,  1923,  to  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith  of  Burlington,  Ver. ;  reside  at  Har¬ 
mony;  one  child: 

Thelma  Kay,  born  at  Butte,  Mont.,  June  6, 
1927. 

7 —  Freeman  Steven,  born  at  Harmony  May  23, 
1898;  died  by  auto  accident  Jan.  17,  1928;  buried 
in  Greenfield  cemetery. 

8 —  Tilden  Otto,  born  July  29,  1900;  married  Dec. 
2,  1925,  to  Miss  Nada  Stoskoph  of  Mabel,  Minn. ; 
farming  near  Harmony;  two  children: 

1 —  Keith  Tilden,  born  at  Harmony  Aug.  29, 
1927. 

2 —  Jill  Joan,  born  at  Harmony  June  16,  1929. 

9 —  Adella  Olanna,  born  Nov.  30,  1902;  principal 
of  high  school  at  Grey  Eagle,  Minn. 

10 —  Tliea  Isabella  Victoria,  born  at  Harmonv 
Aug.  20,  1905;  has  had  business  course. 

3 — Martin,  born  at  Harmony,  Minn.,  Sept.  4,  1867 ; 
married  at  Sauk  Center,  Minn.,  June  17,  1915,  to 
Miss  Grace  Brunskill  of  Grey  Eagle,  Minn. ;  she 
was  born  Sept.  20,  1882,  at  Meriden,  Iowa;  no 
children;  they  reside  at  Grey  Eagle,  where  Martin 
has  farming  interests. 
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4 —  Ole,  born  at  Harmony  Dec.  3,  1869;  married  in 
Dodge  County,  Minn.,  in  1897  to  Miss  Julia  Ben¬ 
son  of  Brookings,  S.  D. ;  located  on  farm  near 
Dodge  Center,  Minn.;  one  child: 

George,  born  at  Dodge  Center  March  6,  1898; 
barber  at  Dodge  Center. 

5 —  Betsy,  born  at  Harmony  Feb.  2,  1872;  married 
Jan.  15,  1894,  to  Austin  0.  Morem  of  Harmony;  he 
was  born  Oct.  14,  1868;  residing  on  farm  near  Har¬ 
mony;  have  had  six  children: 

1 —  Anna  Matilda,  born  Oct.  31,  1894;  died  Jan. 
17,  1895;  buried  in  Greenfield  cemetery. 

2 —  Arnold  Melvin,  born  at  Harmony  Jan.  1,  1896; 
in  service  at  the  front  in  the  World  War;  was 
one  of  the  “Lost  Battalion”  in  the  Argonne  For¬ 
est;  was  wounded  by  shrapnel  Oct.  7,  1918,  a 
short  time  before  the  Armistice  was  signed;  was 
at  a  hospital  in  France  for  some  time  thereafter; 
married  at  Harmony  Oct.  22,  1919,  to  Bessie 
Duxbery  of  Harmony ;  residing  at  Harmony ; 
millworker;  three  children: 

1 —  Arland  Carrol,  born  Aug.  15,  1920;  died 
Feb.  22,  1923;  buried  in  Greenfield  cemetery. 

2 —  Richard  Garfield,  born  at  Harmony  Oct. 
10,  1924. 

3 —  Dean  Carroll,  born  at  Harmony  Aug.  27, 
1927. 

3 —  Tillman  Orvenus,  born  March  18,  1898;  mar¬ 
ried  Aug.  10,  1921,  to  Miss  Geoline  Larson  of 
Harmony;  residing  at  Harmony;  clerk;  three 
children : 

1 — Donald  Tillman,  born  at  Harmony  June 
27,  1922. 

-  Curtis  Laverne,  born  at  Harmony  June  8, 
1924. 
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3 — Neil  Roderick,  born  at  Harmony  April  6, 
1927. 

4 —  George  Truman,  born  May  2,  1902;  married 
Nov.  21,  1929,  to  Miss  Marian  Knudsen  of  Can¬ 
ton,  Minn. ;  reside  at  Harmony ;  implement  busi¬ 
ness;  no  children. 

5 —  Anna  Bergetta,  born  May  26,  1904;  married 
March  3,  1926,  to  Howard  Madson  of  Canton, 
Minn.;  farmer;  reside  at  Canton:  two  children: 

1 —  Betty  Ann  Harriet,  born  at  Canton  Feb.  2, 
1927. 

2 —  Marlis  Delone,  born  at  Canton  Feb.  22, 
1929. 

6 —  Harold  Arthur,  born  at  Harmony  Aug.  9, 
1906;  married  Nov.  6,  1929,  to  Gladys  Johnson 
of  Harmony;  reside  near  Harmony;  no  children. 

6 —  (Torbjor)  Tilda,  born  May  17,  1874;  died  July 
3,  1900;  buried  in  Greenfield  cemetery. 

7 —  (Olaus)  Obi,  born  at  Harmony  July  28,  1876; 
salesman;  resides  at  Harmony. 

8 —  Albert  Theodore  (Tom),  born  at  Harmony  Dec. 
5,  1878;  died  June  6,  1928;  buried  in  Greenfield 

cemetery. 

«/ 

9 —  Belle,  born  March  20,  1881 ;  married  in  1908  to 
Frank  Kotilinek  of  Monticello,  Minn.;  located  on 
farm  there;  no  children. 

10 —  Tliea  Anetta,  born  May  23,  1884;  married  Oct. 
20,  1905,  to  Henry  Foley  of  Harmony;  resided  at 
Rochester,  Minn. ;  died  there  Aug.  6,  1928 ;  three 
children : 

1 —  Leo  Zenith,  born  June  6,  1906. 

2 —  Shirley  Elaine,  born  in  December,  1917. 

3 —  Elinore  Elizabeth,  born  in  June,  1919;  all  re¬ 
siding  with  their  father  at  Rochester,  Minn. 

11 —  George  Tobias,  born  at  Harmony  Dec.  19, 
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1886;  in  service  in  France  in  World  War  and  was 
gassed;  at  National  Soldiers’  Home,  Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

IV.  GJERMUND  AANONDSON  HARSTAD,  born 
Sept.  27,  1838,  in  Valle;  emigrated  to  America  in  1868, 
after  1875  settled  on  land  near  Hillsboro,  N.  D. ;  mar¬ 
ried  there  in  March,  1878  to  MISS  BORGHILD  KIT- 
TILSDAUGTER,  born  April  13,  1847,  in  Norway.  He 
served  two  terms  as  member  of  the  North  Dakota  Leg¬ 
islature  and  as  judge  of  probate  of  Traill  County,  N.  D. 
In  1893  the  family  moved  to  Parkland,  Washington, 
where  Borghild  died  from  burns  caused  by  an  exploded 
lamp,  in  the  fall  of  1894.  He  died  at  home  March  30, 
3924.  Their  children  are: 

1 —  Torbj0r  Amalia,  born  Nov.  4,  1878,  in  North 
Dakota.  Graduate  of  normal  school  in  Bellingham, 
Wash.;  teacher  for  several  years;  now  living  on 
her  chicken  ranch  in  Parkland. 

2 —  Astrid  Christine,  born  Feb.  19,  1880,  in  North 
Dakota;  resides  at  home,  keeping  house  for  her 
two  sisters. 

3 —  Aanond,  born  Sept.  21,  1881;  lumber  manufac¬ 
turer,  millwright;  married  in  Parkland  to  Miss 
Anna  Jeschke  June  14,  1930;  born  Sept.  10,  1893, 
at  Roy ,  Wash.  ;  now  residing  at  sawmill  near  South 
Prairie,  Wash. 

4 —  Bertha  Tomine,  born  May  16,  1884,  in  North 
Dakota ;  stenographer. 

5 —  Carl  Andreas,  born  Aug.  9,  1886;  lumberman; 
died  Oct.  27,  1912. 

6 —  Olav,  born  July  4,  1883,  in  North  Dakota,  died 
June  6,  1927,  bruised  to  death  by  a  log  at  his  saw¬ 
mill  near  Yelm,  Wash.;  buried  in  Parkland  ceme¬ 
tery;  married  Feb.  24,  1914,  to  Anna  Porsch,  born 
June  30,  1895,  at  Roy,  Wash.  Their  children  are: 
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1 —  Darrill,  born  June  21,  1915,  at  Roy,  Wash. 

2 —  Austin,  born  May  12,  1917,  at  Roy,  Wash. 

3 —  Donald,  born  Febr.  10,  1022,  at  Yelm,  Wash. 

7 —  Andrew  George,  born  May  12,  1890,  in  N.  D. ; 
lumberman,  married  in  Tacoma,  to  Miss  Minnie 
Svoboda,  Dec.  15,  1921,  born  in  Colorado  Feb.  16, 
1901.  They  have  three  children: 

1 —  Vida  May,  born  Sept.  20,  1922,  in  Yelm,  Wash. 

2 —  Andrew  Edwin,  born  Feb.  1,  1924,  in  Yelm. 

3—  -Isabel  Gean,  born  Sept.  25,  1927,  in  Yelm. 

8 —  Oscar  Anton,  born  in  North  Dakota,  July  13, 
1893;  lumberman;  served  overseas  in  World  War; 
sold  his  interest  in  lumber  mill  1930;  now  living 
with  his  sisters  in  old  home  at  Parkland,  Wash. 

V.  OLE  AANONDSON  HARSTAD,  citizen  name 
ANDERSON;  born  July  16,  1841,  in  Valle,  Saetersdal, 
Norway;  came  to  Seneca,  La  Salle  County,  Ill.,  in  1861; 
married  in  1863  to  MISS  ANNA  PETERSDAUGH- 
TER  HELGELAND,  born  near  Stavanger,  Norway,  in 
June,  1841;  farmed  in  La  Salle  and  Ford  Counties,  Ill.; 
Ole  died  Sept.  13,  1872;  buried  near  Clifton,  Ill.;  left 
widow  and  four  children;  she  died  Sept.  18,  1897; 
buried  at  Harding,  La  Salle  County,  Ill.;  had  five  chil¬ 
dren  : 

1 —  Aanond  (Owen),  born  May  27  ,1864;  died  Aug. 
19,  1864;  buried  at  old  Lisbon  Church,  Lisbon,  Ill. 

2 —  Aanond  (Owen),  born  near  Serena,  La  Salle 
County,  Ill.,  July  20,  1865;  attended  Luther  Col¬ 
lege,  Decorah,  Iowa;  admitted  to  bar  at  Ottawa, 
Ill.,  in  1895 ;  public  administrator  for  La  Salle 
County,  Ill.,  one  term,  1922  to  1926 ;  practicing  at¬ 
torney  at  Ottawa;  married  in  1892  to  Miss  Belle 
Nelson,  born  Sept.  20,  1872,  in  Grundy  County, 
Ill. ;  have  had  six  children : 

1 — Oscar  Elmer,  born  m  Grundy  County,  Ill., 

Sept.  7,  1892;  graduate  of  Pleasant  View  Luther 
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College,  Ottawa,  Ill.  ;  valedictorian  of  the  gradu¬ 
ating  class  of  1911;  served  overseas  in  World 
War  as  second  lieutenant;  now  employed  by 
Standard  Oil  Co.  at  Kankakee,  Ill. ;  married  Sept. 
3,  1921  ,at  Springfield,  Ill.,  to  Miss  Ruth  Ebert; 
two  children: 

1 —  Elmer  Ebert,  horn  June  28,  1922;  attend¬ 
ing  grade  school. 

2 —  Kenneth  Wayne,  born  Feb.  2,  1924,  both 
born  at  Ottawa,  Ill. 

2 —  Ella  Annie,  born  in  Grundy  County,  Ill.,  Nov. 
14,  1896;  graduate  of  Pleasant  View  Luther  Col¬ 
lege;  married  at  Joliet,  Ill.,  July  3,  1925,  to  Gus 
E.  Peterson,  carpenter;  reside  at  Ottawa,  Ill.; 
three  children: 

1 —  Ronald  Owen,  born  March  3,  1926. 

2 —  Shirley  Elaine,  born  May  20,  1927. 

3 —  Augusta  Jeane,  born  Jan.  6,  1929;  all  born 
at  Ottawa.  Ill. 

3 —  Olive  Irene,  born  in  Grundy  County,  Ill.,  Oct. 
2,  1903 ;  graduate  of  Pleasant  View  Luther  Col¬ 
lege;  married  at  Joliet,  Ill.,  Dec.  13,  1924,  to 
Fred  W.  Kohrt ;  resides  at  Ottawa,  Ill. ;  two  chil¬ 
dren  : 

1 —  Charlotte  Olive,  born  Sept.  22,  1925. 

2 —  Dorothy  Belle,  born  Dec.  13,  1926;  both  born 
at  Ottawa,  Ill. 

4 —  SeDell  Teressa,  born  at  Ottawa,  Ill.,  May  16, 
1909 ;  graduate  of  Pleasant  View  Luther  College 
and  P.  V.  L.  Junior  College;  attended  one  year 
at  St.  Olof  College,  Northfield,  Minn. ;  resides 
with  parents. 

5—  Truman  Chester,  born  at  Ottawa,  Ill.,  May 
18,  1911 ;  graduate  of  Pleasant  View  Luther 
College;  salutatorian  of  the  graduating  class  of 
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1929;  senior  in  P.  V.  L.  Junior  College;  resides 
with  parents- 

6 — A  baby  boy,  born  at  Ottawa,  Ill.,  March  3, 
L914;  died  unnamed  the  next  day;  buried  in  Sta¬ 
vanger  cemetery,  near  Seneca,  Ill. 

3 —  Peter,  born  in  La  Salle  County,  Ill.,  Jan.  8, 
1867;  died  Feb.  14,  1891;  buried  in  Harding  cem¬ 
etery,  La  Salle  County,  Ill. 

4 —  (Halvor)  Holver,  born  in  La  Salle  County  ,111., 
May  7,  1869;  married  Jan.  1,  1895,  to  Miss  Bertha 
Olson;  died  Nov.  22,  1901;  buried  in  Baker  ceme¬ 
tery,  near  Leland,  Ill.;  left  widow  and  four  boys: 

1 —  Oscar  Silas,  born  near  Leland,  Ill.,  Oct.  25, 
1895;  served  in  training  camp  during  World 
War;  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Johnson  of  Sen¬ 
eca,  Ill.,  in  June,  1925;  carpenter:  address,  Mor¬ 
ris,  Ill.;  one  child: 

Leo  Eugene,  born  Jan.  15,  1930,  near  Sen¬ 
eca,  Ill. 

2 —  Albert  Peter,  born  near  Leland,  Ill.,  May  24, 
1897;  married  to  Miss  Edith  Jelm  at  Stavanger 
Church,  near  Seneca,  Ill.,  Feb  .20,  1929;  address, 
Morris,  Ill. ;  farmer ;  one  child : 

Ponald  Dean,  born  June  10,  1930. 

3 —  Harold  Burton,  born  near  Leland,  Ill.,  March 
9,  1899;  married  to  Miss  Clara  Johnson  of  Sen¬ 
eca,  Ill.,  March  17,  1920 ;  address,  Morris,  Ill. ; 
farmer;  no  children. 

4 —  Alvin  Simon,  born  near  Leland,  Ill.,  Dec.  20, 
1900;  farmhand;  address,  Morris,  Ill. 

5 —  Sarah  (Siri)  Ann,  born  in  Ford  County,  Ill., 
May  1,  1871;  married  to  John  A.  Johnson,  in  Jan. 
1891 ;  farming  near  Leland,  Ill. ;  have  had  eleven 
children : 

1 — Ole  Andrew,  born  near  Leland,  Ill.,  Oct.  26, 
1891;  served  overseas  in  World  War  and  was 
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wounded  in  action;  married  to  Miss  Esther 
Amanda  Thompson  of  Leland,  Ill.,  in  May,  1919; 
farmer;  address,  Sheridan,  Ill.;  one  child: 

Jerald  Orvis,  born  Nov.  7,  1924. 

2 —  Emma  Helena,  born  July  16,  1893;  married 
to  Elmer  Thompson  of  Leland,  Ill.,  Feb.  12,  1914; 
died  Aug.  1,  1928,  leaving  husband  and  five  chil¬ 
dren  : 

1 —  Jeremiah  Orvis,  born  Oct.  25,  1914. 

2 —  Alma  Serena,  born  June  12,  1916. 

3 —  Alberta  Viola,  born  March  31,  1918. 

4 —  Ethel  Lucille,  horn  June  9,  1920. 

5 —  Della  May,  born  Nov.  4,  1924;  all  living  with 
their  father;  address,  Leland,  Ill. 

3 —  Arthur  Selmar,  twin,  horn  Oct.  3,  1895;  mar¬ 
ried  to  Hannah  Arvilla  Varness  of  Sheridan,  Ill., 
Jan.  9,  1924;  steam  shovel  operator;  resides  at 
Ottawa,  Ill.;  two  children: 

1 —  Marvel  Arlette,  born  Dec.  22,  1925. 
born  at  Ottawa,  Ill. 

2 —  Clarion  Burdette,  born  Sept.  2,  1928;  both 

4 —  Maynard  Joseph,  twin,  born  Oct.  3,  1895;  died 

March  16,  1899 ;  buried  in  Baker  cemeterv. 

'  '  «/ 

5 —  Petter  Martin,  born  April  18,  1898;  married 
to  Hannah  Swenson  of  Mt.  Vernon,  S.  Dak.,  Sept. 
10,  1918;  farmer;  address,  Mt.  Vernon,  S.  Dak.; 
one  child: 

Betty  Lou,  born  Feb.  17,  1927. 

6 —  Ellen,  born  Dec.  15,  1900;  died  same  day ; 
buried  in  Baker  cemetery. 

7 —  Maynard  Joseph,  born  Dec.  18,  1901;  married 
to  Jewell  Beatrice  Smith  in  1923;  farmer;  ad¬ 
dress,  Sheridan,  Ill.;  one  child: 

Wilma  Maxine,  born  Nov.  28,  1928. 
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8 —  Lily  Anette,  born  near  Leland,  Ill.,  Dec.  25, 
1903 ;  married  to  Arthur  Gulbranson  in  1927 ; 
mechanic ;  resides  at  Racine,  Wis. ;  one  child : 

Arthur  Raymond,  born  Sept.  19,  1927. 

9 —  Clarence  Harold,  born  Feb.  10,  1906;  farm¬ 
ing  at  Mt.  Vernon,  S.  Dak. 

10 —  Gladys  Mildred,  born  Dec.  23,  1908 ;  died 
March  2,  1927 ;  buried  in  Baker'  cemetery. 

11 —  Ellen  Marie,  born  near  Leland,  Ill.,  Jan.  14, 
1911;  graduate  of  Leland,  Ill.,  high  school;  lives 
with  parents. 

VI.  TJODJE  AANANDSON  HARSTAD,  citizen 
name  ANDERSON,  born  in  Valle,  Saetersdal,  Norway, 
June  16,  1843;  came  to  Seneca,  Ill.,  in  1861,  and  to  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minn.,  in  1864;  married  at  Arendalil, 
Fillmore  County,  Feb.  16,  1868,  to  ELI  OLDSDAUGH- 
TER  HOMME,  born  Nov.  12,  1843,  in  Saetersdal,  Nor¬ 
way;  resided  a  few  years  near  Arendahl;  later  locat¬ 
ed  near  Porter,  Yellow  Medicine  County,  Minn.,  where 
he  served  as  postmaster  for  some  years;  moved  from 
there  to  about  twelve  miles  west  of  Portland,  Steele 
County,  N.  Dak. ;  in  1906  they  moved  to  Bonetrail,  Wil¬ 
liams  County,  N.  Dak.,  and  took  a  homestead;  in  1912 
they  moved  to  Parkland,  Wash.;  Tjodje  died  there  May 
13,  1915;  buried  in  Parkland  cemetery;  the  widow,  Eli, 
went  east  to  Williston,  N.  Dak,  and  lived  with  her  son 
Ole;  died  there  March  13,  1919;  buried  in  Parkland 
cemetery;  they  had  eleven  children: 

1 — (Aanund)  Andrew,  born  in  Fillmore  County, 
Minn.,  Nov.  12,  1870;  married  Aug.  7,  1904,  at 
Portland,  N.  Dak.,  to  Miss  Ingeborg  Brenden  of 
Portland;  she  was  born  March  25,  1875,  in  Guld- 
brandsdalen,  Norway;  they  resided  and  farmed 
near  Finley,  N.  Dak.,  a  couple  of  years  and  then 
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moved  to  near  Williston,  post  office  Bonetrail,  N. 
Dak. ;  farming  there ;  have  ten  children : 

1 —  Theodore  Oliver,  born  May  11,  1905,  near 
Finley,  N.  Dak. ;  working  on  farm  near  Williston. 

2 —  Ella  Regine,  born  Aug.  15,  1906,  near  Fin¬ 
ley;  working  near  Hatton,  N.  Dak. 

3 —  Amanda  Theodina,  born  near  Bonetrail,  N. 
Dak.,  Jan.  19,  1909;  graduate  of  Williston  high 
school;  has  attended  the  Mayville  Normal  school; 
teaching  near  Williston. 

4 —  Gunda  Oline,  born  at  Bonetrail,  March  29, 
1910;  working  near  Hatton,  N.  Dak. 

5 —  Obe  Eugene,  born  at  Bonetrail,  July  6,  1911; 
working  at  home. 

6 —  Harvey  Neil,  born  at  Bonetrail  March  15, 
1912;  working  at  home. 

7 —  Alfred  Edwin,  born  near  Bonetrail  Aug.  12, 
1914;  working  at  home. 

8 —  Evelyn  Artillie,  born  near  Bonetrail  Sept.  4, 
1916;  at  home. 

9 —  Willie  Nitram,  born  at  Bonetrail  March  29, 
1918;  attending  grade  school. 

10 —  Ruby  Viola,  born  at  Bonetrail  April  28,  1920 ; 
attending  grade  school. 

2 —  Halvor,  born  April  26,  1872,  near  Porter,  Minn.; 
died  March  23,  1882;  buried  in  Porter  Cemetery. 

3 —  Torbjor,  born  Jan.  9,  1874,  near  Porter;  died 
March  12,  1882 :  buried  in  Porter  Cemetery. 

4 —  Ole,  born  Sept.  17,  1875,  near  Porter;  married 
July  12,  1903,  to  Miss  Otilda  Molden  of  Mayville, 
N.  Dak.;  served  during  World  War  in  Company  E, 
National  Home  Guard  of  Williston,  N.  Dak.;  re¬ 
sided  some  years  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.;  sales¬ 
man,  residing  at  Williston;  four  children: 

1 — Ellen  Pauline,  born  May  16,  1904,  at  May¬ 
ville  ;  married  at  Williston,  Oct.  25,  1924,  to  G.  J. 
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Kreis  of  Williston;  carpenter  and  cabinet  maker; 
resided  a  year  or  so  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  now 
resides  at  Williston;  Ellen  was  valedictorian  of 
the  1923  Williston  high  school  class;  two  chil¬ 
dren  : 

1 —  Lois  May,  born  at  Williston  July  30,  1925. 

2 —  Harold  Garfield,  born  at  Fergus  Falls, 
Minn.,  Oct.  3,  1928. 

2 —  Olga  Theressa,  born  'at  Bonetrail  Sept.  5, 
1909;  valedictorian  of  the  1926  Williston  High 
School  class;  proof  clerk  at  First  National  Bank¬ 
ing  and  Trust  Co.,  at  Minot,  N.  Dak. 

3 —  Mildred  Henrietta,  born  Sept.  4,  1912,  at 
Bonetrail ;  graduate  of  High  School  at  Fergus 
Falls,  Minn. ;  at  home. 

4 —  Gladys  Viola,  born  at  Williston  March  2, 
1920;  attending  grade  school  there. 

5 —  Olaf,  born  Sept.  7,  1878,  at  Porter,  Minn.; 
died  March  13,  1882;  buried  in  Porter  Cemetery. 

6 —  Nels,  born  Aug.  3,  1880,  at  Porter;  died  March 
14,  1882;  buried  in  Porter  Cemetery.  Three  of 
Tjodje’s  children,  Torbjor,  Olaf  and  Nels,  died 
March  12,  13  and  14,  1882,  respectively,  and  were 
buried  in  one  casket  in  the  Porter,  Minn.,  Cem¬ 
etery. 

7 —  Halvor,  twin,  born  Jan.  19,  1883,  west  of  Port¬ 
land  in  Steele  County,  N.  Dak. ;  married  April 
7,  1914,  at  Crookston,  Minn.,  to  Ida  Evenson  of 
Portland;  farming  near  Williston;  have  had  six 
children : 

1 —  Edgar  Orville  Thiman,  born  Feb.  14,  1915, 
at  Bonetrail ;  died  near  Williston  April  13, 
1929;  buried  in  Williston  Cemetery. 

2 —  Doris  Adeline,  born  Jan.  18,  1917,  at  Bone¬ 
trail;  graduate  of  grade  school. 
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3 —  Irene  Harriet,  born  at  Bonetrail  June  12, 
1918;  attending  grade  school. 

4 —  Thelmer  Jerome,  born  at  Bonetrail  March 
9,  1923;  attending  grade  school. 

5 —  Viola  Lorraine,  born  in  Williston  April 
13,  1925. 

6 —  Opal  Arlene,  born  in  Williston  Dec.  13, 

1929. 

8 —  Olaf,  twin,  born  west  of  Portland  in  Steele 

County,  N.  Dak.,  Jan.  19,  1883;  married  Feb.  4, 
1914,  at  Williston  to  Miss  Mary  Dalplads  of 
Alexander,  N.  Dak.;  she  died  Nov.  5,  1918; 

buried  in  Alexander  Cemetery;  resided  and 
farmed  near  Alexander  until  her  death;  two 
children : 

1 —  Lawrence,  born  Sept.  20,  1914,  near  Alex¬ 
ander;  lives  with  his  aunt  and  uncle,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miner  A.  Helgeson,  near  Crookston, 
Minn. ;  has  attended  the  Agricultural  College 
at  Crookston;  was  president  of  the  class  of 

1930. 

2 —  Myrtle,  born  March  25,  1916,  at  Alexander; 
adopted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  J.  Berg  near  Alex¬ 
ander. 

9 —  Torbjor,  born  Aug  .17,  1884,  in  Steele  County, 
N.  Dak.;  died  Jan.  28,  1888;  buried  in  Bang  Cem¬ 
etery,  near  Portland,  N.  Dak. 

10 —  Nels  Theodore,  born  March  14,  1887,  in 

Steele  County;  died  March  28,  1901;  buried  in 
Bang  Cemetery. 

11 —  Torbjor  Tobina  (Tillie),  born  Feb.  22,  1889, 
in  Steele  County,  N.  Dak. ;  married  at  Parkland 
Wash.,  Feb.  25,  1914,  to  Miner  A.  Helgeson  of 
Crookston,  Minn.  ;  located  on  farm  near  Crooks¬ 
ton;  Mr.  Helgeson  is  a  member  of  the  Minnesota 
State  Legislature;  four  children: 
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1 —  Milton  Eugene  Theodore,  horn  near  Crooks- 
ton  Nov.  3,  1914;  at  home  and  attending  High 
School  at  Crookston. 

2 —  Elma  Henrietta,  horn  March  23,  1917,  near 
Crookston;  has  finished  grade  school. 

3 —  Curtis  Jerome,  born  near  Crookston  Dec. 
10,  1926. 

4 —  Gene  Oliver,  born  at  Crookston  April  17, 
1929. 

VII.  TONE  AAN  ONDSDAU  GHTER  HARSTAD 
was  born  in  Saetersdal,  Norway,  Feb.  23,  1847;  came  to 
Seneca,  Ill.,  in  1861;  married  Aug.  3,  1866,  to  ANDREW 
(ANDREAS)  P.  HELGELAND  at  Greenfield,  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minn.,  and  located  there  the  same  year; 
Andrew  was  born  near  Stavanger,  Norway,  Nov.  13, 
1844;  Tone  died  at  her  home  near  Harmony,  Minn., 
Sept.  2,  1883;  buried  in  Greenfield  Cemetery;  Andrew 
was  married  second  time  Dec.  17,  1888,  to  Brita  John¬ 
son  of  Arendahl;  he  died  at  his  home  near  Harmonv 
Sept.  9,  1918;  buried  in  Greenfield  Cemetery;  Tone  and 
Andrew  had  seven  children. 

1 — Sarah  (Siri),  born  at  Greenfield  June  28,  1867; 
married  to  Charles  Webster  Kittelson  at  Harmonv, 
Minn.,  Jan.  1,  1891;  settled  at  Navrino,  Wis. ;  re¬ 
sided  some  time  at  Ashby,  Minn.,  and  later  located 
near  Brill,  Wis. ;  Charles  died  Nov.  21,  1909 ;  near 
Brill;  buried  in  Long  Lake  Cemetery  near  Haugen, 
Wis. ;  Sarah  was  married  second  time  at  Shell  Lake, 
Wis.,  Nov.  14,  1911,  to  Bernt  J.  Lewis  of  Haugen, 
Wis. ;  Sarah  and  Charles  Kittelson  had  three  chil¬ 
dren  : 

1 — Miriam  Theressa,  born  at  Ashby,  Minn.,  July 
2,  1893;  married  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  Feb  .14, 
1914 ;  to  Andrew  Lewis  of  Huston,  Minn. ;  resided 
at  and  near  Chippewa  Falls.,  Wis.,  some  years, 
and  now  reside  at  Mesa,  Ariz. ;  five  children : 
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1 —  Jeanette  Signe,  born  at  Brill,  Wis.,  Nov. 
1,  1914;  attends  school  at  Tempa,  Ariz. 

2 —  Charles  Sabin,  born  at  Brill,  April  24,  1916; 
attends  school  at  Tempe,  Ariz. 

3 —  Almyra  Margaret,  born  at  Ridgeland,  Wis., 
March  26  1918;  attends  school  at  Mesa,  Ariz. 

4 —  Richard  Arthur,  born  at  Chippewa  Falls, 
Wis.,  Jan.  26,  1921. 

5 —  Wilford  Burdette,  born  Nov.  3,  1924,  at 
Chippewa  Falls. 

2 —  Arthur  Owen,  born  at  Navrino,  Wis.,  July  25, 
1902 ;  married  at  Santa  Ana,  Cal.,  July  6,  1927, 
to  Elsie  Jensen  of  Dionisalles,  Wis.  5  resides  at 
Santa  Ana;  oil  station  manager  there. 

3 —  Anna  Leona,  born  at  Haugen,  Wis.,  Oct.  16, 
1908;  married  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  Aug.  27,  1929, 
to  Worth  Altenburg;  dairyman  of  Stevens  Point, 
Wis. ;  they  reside  there ;  one  child : 

Arlene  Jean,  born  at  Stevens  Point,  June  7, 
1930. 

Sarah  has  no  children  in  second  marriage. 

2 —  Trena  (Torbjor),  born  Aug.  28,  1869,  at  Har¬ 
mony;  married  to  Ole  K.  Hanson  of  Henry  Town, 
Minn.,  Jan.  1,  1894;  resided  at  Harmony  for  some 
years  and  later  at  Nashua,  Cherokee  and  Charles 
City,  Iowa;  died  April  8,  1919,  at  Columbus,  Neb., 
where  one  of  her  sons  is  located;  buried  in  Green¬ 
field  Cemetery,  near  Harmony,  Minn. ;  two  chil¬ 
dren  : 

1 —  Enos  Tillman,  born  at  Harmony,  Jan.  19, 
1895;  mining  in  Montana. 

2 —  Curtis  Allen,  born  at  Cherokee,  Iowa,  in  Aug., 
1905;  linotype  operator  at  Columbus,  Neb. 

3 —  (Ingeborg)  Belle,  born  at  Harmony,  Feb.  7, 
1872;  married  at  home  to  Martin  L.  Gordon  of  Nel- 
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sonville,  Wis.,  Jan.  1,  1894;  residing  at  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.,  where  Mr.  Gordon  is  rural  mail  car¬ 
rier;  seven  children: 

.1 — Lancelot  Arnold,  born  at  Amherst  Junction, 
Wis.,  Feb.  2,  1895;  served  in  World  War  in 
France  as  second  lieutenant ;  at  front  two  weeks 
and  later  at  military  school  in  France;  married 
at  Madison,  Wis.,  July  8,  1925,  to  Miss  Mabel 
Stubkjer  of  Stoughton,  Wis.;  residing  at  Mad¬ 
ison;  no  children. 

2 —  Troy  Mentor,  born  June  12,  1897,  at  Am¬ 
herst  Junction;  assistant  steward  and  accountant 
at  Mendota  State  Hospital,  Mendota,  Wis. 

3 —  Royal  Leander  Dewey,  born  March  2,  1899,  at 
Amherst  Junction;  manager  of  claims  depart¬ 
ment  of  Wisconsin  Power  and  Light  company. 

4 —  Gladys  Selina,  born  Jan.  21,  1901,  at  Nelson- 
ville,  Wis. ;  county  clerk  cf  Portage  County,  Wis., 
at  Stevens  Point. 

5 —  Laurin  Palmer,  horn  Nov.  21,  1904,  at  Nel- 
sonville;  teacher. 

6 —  Irving  Marion,  horn  Feb.  7,  1907,  at  Nelson- 
ville;  teacher. 

7 —  Arvie  Wilford,  horn  at  Xelsonville,  Aug.  1, 
student. 

4 — Helen  Olene.  born  June  3,  1874,  at  Harmony, 
Minn.;  married  there  May  21,  1903,  to  Andrew  E. 
Nelson  of  Seneca,  Ill. ;  have  resided  at  Seneca,  Ill. ; 
at  Nelsonville,  Wis. ;  at  Eldred,  Minn.,  and  now 
located  on  farm  near  Brill,  Wis.,  have  had  seven 
children : 

1 —  Earl  Astor,  born  Nov.  21,  1905,  at  Seneca, 
HI.;  working  at  home. 

2 —  Teona  Irene,  born  Jan.  1,  1907,  at  Nelson¬ 
ville,  Wis. ;  teacher ;  resides  at  home. 
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3 —  Wilford  Harris,  born  July  23,  1908,  at  Nel- 
sonville;  butter  maker;  resides  at  home. 

4 —  Charles  Silas,  born  March  20,  1910,  at  Eldred, 
Minn.;  works  in  factory  at  Rice  Lake,  Wis.,  near 
Brill. 

5 —  Lloyd  Anthony,  born  at  Eldred,  Minn.,  Aug. 
29,  1911;  working  on  farm  at  home. 

6 —  Arnold  Leonard,  born  at  Eldred,  Minn.,  May 
10,  1913;  died  July  4,  1913;  buried  in  Bardon 
Cemetery,  near  Eldred,  Minn. 

7 —  Donald  Burnell,  born  at  Eldred,  Minn.,  Feb. 
9,  1916;  attending  school  at  home. 

5 —  Peter  Andreas,  born  at  Harmony,  Minn.,  Aug. 
19,  1877;  died  Feb.  15,  1878;  buried  in  Greenfield 

Cemetery. 

%> 

6 —  Peter  Andreas,  born  June  14,  1879,  at  Harmony; 
married  to  Julia  Brokken  of  Harmony,  June  15, 
1915;  farming  near  Brill,  Wis.;  had  five  children: 

1 —  Robert  Leland,  born  at  Brill,  April  1,  1916; 
died  January  28,  1920;  buried  in  Long  Lake 
Cemetery. 

2 —  Allen  Theodore,  born  at  Brill,  May  5,  1918; 
attending  grade  school. 

3 —  Bernard  Weston,  born  at  Brill,  July  30,  1919; 
attending  school  at  home. 

4 —  Roberta  Lorraine,  born  at  Brill,  Dec.  10,  1920; 
died  March  30,  1921;  buried  in  Long  Lake  Cem¬ 
etery. 

5 —  Neil  Talman  Burdette,  born  at  Brill,  April 
22,  1924. 

7 —  Anna  Taletta,  born  at  Harmony,  March  4,  1882; 
practicing  chiropractor  at  Stevens  Point,  Wis. 

VIII.  BJUG  AANONDSEN  HARSTAD  was  born 
Dec.  17,  1848  in  Valle,  Saetersdal,  Norway,  came  with 
his  parents  to  Seneca,  Ill.  in  1861,  moved  to  Fillmore 
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Co.  Minn.  1865  and  entered  Luther  College,  Decorah, 
Iowa  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  graduated  there  1871, 
entering  Concordia  theol.  Seminary,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  the 
same  year  from  which  he  graduated  in  1874.  He  im¬ 
mediately  accepted  a  call  as  missionary  in  the  Red 
River  \  alley,  north  of  Fargo,  Dak.  Terr.,  married  Febr. 
14,  18 <7,  to  Miss  Gyro  Svensdaughter  Aamli  (also 
written  Omlid),  born  Sept.  29,  1858,  in  Aanebjdr,  (Arne- 
berg),  Bygland.  Sadersdal.  In  1891  the  family  moved 
to  the  State  of  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
to  establish  an  institution  of  learning  on  the  Pacific 
Coast.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children: 

1—  Aanond  Theodore,  born  Oec.  13,  1877,  died  Dec. 
27,  1877,  buried  at  Gran’s  church,  near  Mayville 
Xortli  Dakota. 

2—  Torbjdr  Marie,  born  April  20,  1879,  died  in 
Febr.  1880,  buried  in  Gran,  X.  Dak. 

3—  Turi  Marie,  born  Aug.  1,  1880,  died  Sept.  14, 
1901,  buried  in  the  Parkland  Cemetery,  Wash. 

4—  Aanond  Theodore,  born  Sept.  13,  1882,  in  Trail 
Co.,  X.  Dak.,  lumberman,  married  April  12,  1912 
to  Miss  Emilie  Gilbertson,  born,  in  Milan,  Minn. 
June  2,  1890  of  Andrew  Gilbertson,  and  Aase 
Christine.  They  have  two  children: 

1—  Esther  Marie,  born  Jan.  12,  1913,  in  Park¬ 
land,  Wash. 

2 —  Howard  Theodore,  born  May  24,  1917. 

5—  Sven  George,  born  April  26,  1885,  graduated 
from  Pac.  Luth.  Academy,  1905  at  Parkland,  from 
Luther  College,  Decorah,  Iowa  1908,  taught  rural 
school  in  Grant  Co.  1910—1911,  principal  of  Albion 
Academy H  Albion  Wis.,  1911—1912,  and  Bruflat 
Academy,  Portland  N.  Dak.  1912—1913.  Married 
Miss  Isabel  Lund,  June  19,  1913,  Harmony  Minn. 
He  taught  at  Willmar  Seminary  1913 — 1919,  Will- 
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mar,  Minn.  Principal  of  Public  School  at  Wykoff, 
Minn.,  1919 — 1921,  Superintendent  of  Public  School 
at  Cottonwood,  Minn.,  1921 — 1924,  Supt.  of  Public 
School  in  Fairfax,  Minn.,  1924  (present  time).  They 
have  four  children: 

1 —  Arthur  Malcolm,  born  June  21,  1914,  graduat¬ 
ed  from  Fairfax  High  School  May  29,  1930.  En¬ 
tered  Luther  College,  Decorah,  Iowa,  Sept.  1930. 
Died  there  from  appendicitis,  Oct.  20,  1930. 

2 —  Adolph  Lund,  born  June  3,  1916. 

3 —  Norman  Bjug,  born  May  28,  1919. 

4 —  Isabel  Geraldine,  born  Nov.  13,  1921. 

6 —  Dorothea  Louise,  born  Jan.  5,  1887.  Trained 
nurse,  Tacoma  Genl’  Hospital.  Living  with  parents. 

7 —  Oliver  Bernhard,  born  June  18,  1889.  Professor 
at  Luther  Academy,  Albert  Lea,  Minn.  Principal 
of  High  School  of  Mohal,  N.  Dak.,  and  at  McVille, 
N.  Dak.  Professor  at  Concordia  College,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.  Called  1929  as  professor  at  Bethany  College, 
Mankato,  Minn.  Married  in  Fillmore  Co.,  Minn,  to 
Miss  Nora  Thompson  of  Fillmore  Co.,  Minn.  They 
have  two  children: 

1 —  Hazel  Genevieve,  born  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  1924. 

2 —  Paul  Oliver,  born  at  Mankato,  Minn.  1930. 

8 —  Oscar  Theander,  born  May  25,  1892  in  Parkland, 
Wash.,  graduated  from  Pac.  Lutheran  Academy. 
Played  Base  Ball  with  Northwest  League,  Van¬ 
couver,  British  Columbia,  1913 — 1914;  American 
League,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  1915;  Coast  League,  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  1916,  also  1919;  graduated  from 
North  Pacific  College  of  Denistry,  Portland,  Ore., 
in  June,  1919;  married  Sept.  9,  1914  in  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  to  Josephine  Pyfer,  born  in  Lancaster,  Pa., 
Sept.  26,  1895.  Her  parents  were  William  Cooper 
Pyfer  and  his  wife  Evangeline  Holgate.  O.  T. 
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Harstad  is  now  Dentist  in  Freewater,  Oregon,  hav¬ 
ing  3  children : 

1 —  Dorothy  Louise,  born  Sept.  9,  1917,  in  Ta¬ 
coma,  Wash. 

2 —  William  Cooper,  born  in  Dallas,  Oregon,  Oct. 

8,  1920. 

3 —  Helen,  born  Nov.  6,  1924,  in  Freewater,  Ore. 

9 —  Ingvald  Timotheus,  born  Sept.  26,  1894  in 
Parkland,  graduated  1922  from  the  Miner’s  En¬ 
gineering  Department  of  Washington  University, 
Seattle,  Wash.,  employed  by  Anglo-Ohile  Con¬ 
centrating  Nitre  Corporation,  Tocopilla,  Chile  So. 
America. 

10 —  Lydia  Naomi,  born  Jan.  11,  1898  in  Parkland, 
serving  as  registered  nurse  in  Tacoma,  living  with 
parents. 

11 —  Adolph  Marius,  born  Jan.  10,  1902,  graduated 
from  Lincoln  High  School,  Tacoma  in  1920,  from 
Concordia  College,  St.  Paul  Minn.,  in  1923,  and 
from  Concordia  Theol.  Seminary,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
in  1926.  Since  then  Luth.  pastor  at  Thornton, 
Iowa.,  until  1930  when  lie  accepted  a  call  from 
“Our  Savior’s  Church,”  Madison,  Wis. 

IX.  INGE  BORG  A  AN  ONDSD  AU  GHTE  R  HAR¬ 
STAD,  born  in  Valle  Sogn,  Ssetersdal,  Norway,  July 
15,  1851;  came  to  Seneca,  Illinois,  in  1861,  to  Min¬ 
nesota  1865,  and  to  North  Dakota  some  years  later; 
married  to  Charles  Matson,  farmer,  of  Crookston,  Min¬ 
nesota  November  21,  1877;  he  was  born  in  Sweden, 
October  24,  1844;  came  to  the  U.  S.  in  June,  1868; 
located  on  farm  near  Crookston,  Minn. ;  moved  to  Park¬ 
land,  Wash.,  in  1914.  Ingeborg  died  July  12,  1925,  at 
Parklnad,  Wash.;  buried  in  Parkland.  Mr.  Matson  is 
still  residing  at  Parkland;  they  had  8  children: 

1— Christine,  born  August  16,  1878,  near  Crookston; 
married  at  home,  Nov.  12,  1902,  to  Charles  J.  Carl- 
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son  of  Crookston;  farmed  near  Crookston  some 
years,  and  at  Black  Duck,  Minn.,  a  number  of 
years,  and  moved  to  Washington  in  1919;  have  a 
store  and  post  office  at  Ceres,  Wash.;  have  had 
9  children: 

1 —  Ida  Charlotte,  born  at  Crookston,  Oct.  16, 
1903;  died  at  Crookston  Nov.  5,  1914;  buried  in 
Bardo  cemetery  near  Crookston. 

2 —  Esther  Viola,  born  at  Black  Duck,  Minn.,  June 
23,  1905;  graduate  of  Boisford  high  school, 
Boisford,  Wash.;  resides  with  parents. 

3 —  Mabel  Irene,  born  at  Black  Duck,  June  13, 
1907 ;  graduate  of  Boisford  high  school ;  steno¬ 
grapher  at  Vancouver,  Wash. 

4 —  Charles  Ernest,  born  at  Black  Duck,  Oct.  14, 
1909;  clerk  at  Curtis,  Wash.,  graduate  of  Bois¬ 
ford  high  school;  clerk  at  Curtis,  Wash. 

5 —  Vernon,  born  at  Black  Duck,  Nov.  19,  1911; 
graduate  of  Toledo  Wash,  high  school;  working 
at  home. 

6 —  Gustav  Adolph,  born  at  Black  Duck,  Oct.  19, 
1913 ;  attending  Boisford  high  school. 

7 —  Idealia  Charlotte,  born  at  Crookston,  Dec. 
23,  1915;  attending  Boisford  high  school. 

8 —  Lloyd  Theodore,  born  at  Crookston,  Nov.  12, 
1917 ;  attending  grade  school  at  home. 

Elmer  Milton,  born  at  Curtis,  Wash.,  May  15, 
1920;  attending  grade  school  at  Boisford. 

2 —  Ole  Anton,  born  at  Crookston,  July  3,  1880; 
married  at  Crookston  to  Miss  Ruth  Brodin  of 
Felton,  Minn.,  Dec.  2,  1914;  she  died  in  1925;  he 
is  cabinet  maker  in  St,  Paul;  no  children. 

3 —  Tilda  Anetta,  born  at  Crookston,  March  4, 
1882;  married  at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  June  29,  1910, 
to  Irving  E.  Hill  of  Tacoma,  letter  carrier;  reside 
nt  1636  East  Thirty-first  St.,  Tacoma;  3  children: 
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1 —  Doris  lola,  born  in  Tacoma,  May  6  ,1911; 
musician. 

2 —  James  Clifford,  born  in  Tacoma,  July  24, 
1917 ;  attending  intermediate  high  school. 

3 —  Irving  Emmerson,  born  in  Tacoma,  June  16, 
1921;  attending  grade  school. 

4 —  Theodore  Burton,  born  at  Crookston,  April  23, 
1884;  wholesale  and  retail  distributor  of  petroleum 
products  at  Crookston. 

5 —  Ida  Selmina,  born  at  Crookston,  April  26,  1886; 
died  July  22,  1891;  buried  in  Bardo  cemetery. 

6 —  Carl  Gustav,  born  at  Crookston,  March  25, 
1888;  married  April  7,  1915,  at  Billing,  Mont.,  to 
Miss  Valla  Rosetta  Alderman  of  Crookston;  he  is 
travelling  salesman,  located  at  Thief  River  Falls, 
Minn. ;  3  children  : 

1 — Glenn  Alderman,  born  at  Thief  River  Falls, 
Dec.  9,  1919;  attending  grade  school. 

- — Verna  Loraine,  born  at  Thief  River  Falls, 
Dec.  8,  1923;  attending  grade  school. 

3  V  illiam  Carlton,  born  at  Thief  River  Falls, 
Feb.  24,  1930. 

7 —  Emma  Charlotte,  born  at  Crookston,  June  6, 
1890;  married  Sept.  3,  1913,  to  Adolph  Hance  of 
Crookston;  farming  at  Chehalis,  Wash.;  3  children: 

1—  Walter  Ronald,  born  at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  April 
10,  1915;  attending  high  school  at  Adna,  Wash. 

2—  Viola  Maxine,  born  at  Tacoma,  June  3,  1918; 
attending  Junior  high  school. 

3—  Florence  Charlotte,  born  at  Tacoma,  Oct.  13, 
1919;  attending  grade  school. 

8—  Selma  Idella,  born  at  Crookston,  Jan.  25,  1898; 
married  at  Parkland,  Wash.,  March  19,  1921,  to 
Otto  K.  Jensen  of  Parkland;  he  was  born  at  Olds, 
Alberta,  Canada,  Dec.  20,  1898;  enlisted  in  the  29th 
Canadian  Tnf.mPy  Battalion  in  Vancouver,  B.  C., 
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and  was  in  service  in  the  World  War  in  France 
at  the  age  of  16  years;  was  sergeant  of  the  bat- 
tallion;  was  in  action  at  Vimy  Ridge  and  Ypres  in 
April  and  October,  1917,  and  at  Passion  Dale  Ridge 
in  August,  1918;  was  wounded  three  times;  was  in 
Germany  6  weeks  with  the  army  of  occupation. 
Cabinet  maker,  residing  at  Parkland;  4  children: 

1 —  Rosalie,  born  at  Parkland,  June  14,  1922; 
attending  grade  school. 

2 —  Norman  Kenneth,  born  at  Parkland,  June 
17,  1925. 

3 —  Dona  Belle,  born  at  Parkland,  Dec.  26,  1927. 

4 —  Dolores  Joy,  born  at  Parkland,  Dec.  5,  1929. 
X.  BIRGIT  AANONDSDAUGHTER  HARSTAD, 

was  born  December  19,  1854,  in  Valle,  Ssetersdal,  Nor¬ 
way  ;  came  to  Seneca,  Illinois,  in  1861,  and  to  Fill¬ 
more  County,  Minnesota,  1865;  married  at  Arendal, 
Minn.,  March  17,  1878,  to  Lars  Hermanson  of  Fillmore 
Co.;  he  was  born  in  Norway,  Dec.  28,  1850;  came  to 
Fillmore  Co.  Minn.,  and  located  on  farm  near  Arendahl ; 
Birgit  died  at  her  home  there  August  23,  1883;  buried 
in  North  Prairie  cemetery,  near  Arendahl;  Lars  died 
at  his  home  April  13,  1894;  buried  in  North  Prairie 
cemetery;  they  had  3  children: 

1 —  Hannah  Andrine,  born  near  Arendahl  i  Free- 
mont  Township,  Winona  Co.,  Minn.,  October  12, 
1878;  nurse  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

2 —  Andrew  (Andreas),  born  near  Arendahl,  Oct. 
22,  1880;  in  business  at  Seattle,  Wash.;  married 
at  Seattle,  May  15,  1919,  to  Marguerite  Flahaut  of 
Seattle;  she  was  born  at  Seattle,  April  15,  1888; 
they  reside  at  Seattle;  no  children. 

3 —  Lena  Birgitte,  born  near  Arendahl,  August  3, 
1883 ;  married  at  Winona,  Minn,  June  3,  1914,  to 
Clyde  Naylor  of  Wadena,  Minn.;  clerk;  they  reside 
at  Red  Wing,  Minn. ;  have  had  one  child : 
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1 — June  Patricia,  born  at  Red  Wing,  May  20, 
1923;  died  at  Red  Wing  June  26,  1929;  buried  at 
Wadena,  Minn. 

This  ends  the  long  array  of  about  three  hundred 
relatives,  whose  names,  and  careers  here  have  been 
touched  upon.  Many  of  them  the  undersigned  has 
never  seen,  nor  expects  to  see  in  this  world. 

Nevertheless,  he  wishes  them  all  everlasting  blessing, 
that  they  may  continue  their  genealogy,  and  carefully 
watch  their  steps  by  the  shining  light  of  the  inspired 
words:  “ Let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter : 
Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments:  for  this  is  the 
ivhole  duty  of  man.  For  God  shall  bring  every  work 
into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be 
good,  or  ivhether  it  be  evil.”  Eccles.  12:  13,  14.  “Woe 
unto  him  that  striveth  with  his  maker!”  Isaiah  45:9. 

“But  now,  0  Lord,  thou  art  our  father,  we  are  thy 
clay,  and  thou  our  potter,  and  we  all  are  the  work  of 
thy  hand.”  Isaiah  64:  8. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

BJUG  A.  HARSTAD. 

Parkland,  Washington,  October,  1930. 


APPENDIX 

Some  old  names,  with  their  meaning,  generally  found  in 

Saetersdal,  Norway. 

Aanond,  Anund,  Anu,  Aanon,  Old  Norse,  Anundrr 
meaning  uncertain,  unless  it  is  from  the  old  Gothic,, 
“annom”:  reward  for  war  service. 

Aasa,  Aase:  companion  of  god.  0.  N. 

Aasild,  Aasil:  god’s  companion  in  battle. 

Aaslaug,  Aslaug:  god’s  purity,  or  the  pure  goddess.  0.  N. 
Aasni,  Aasne,  Aasny:  new  goddess  (in  family)  0.  N. 
Aasmund,  Asmund,  Osmund:  protection  of  God.  0.  N. 
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Aasulv,  Aasulf,  Aasuv,  Osolv:  God  wolf.  0.  N. 

Aavald,  Ovild:  ruling  grandfather.  0.  N. 

Alv,  Alf :  Elv,  woodspirit. 

Amalia,  Emely,  Emilia:  lovely,  Latin. 

Amanda:  to  be  loved.  Latin. 

Arnbj0rg,  Anbj0r,  Ambj0r:  Eagle  helper.  0.  N. 
Andrew,  Andreas,  Andres,  Anders:  manly.  Greek. 
Anne,  Anna,  Ane,  Hanna:  the  blessed.  Hebrew. 

Arne,  Aane,  Aadne:  Eagle.  0.  N. 

Arngerd,  Angjaer:  protecting  eagle.  0.  N. 

Arnlaug,  Anlaug:  pure  eagle.  0.  N. 

Asbj0rg,  Asbj0r:  God  help.  0.  N. 

Asbj0rn,  Asbj0n:  God  bear.  0.  N. 

Asgeir,  Asgjeir,  Asgjaer,  Asker:  God-sword.  0.  N. 
Aslak:  Godlike.  0.  N. 

A  slang,  Aaslaug:  pure  goddess.  0.  N. 

Astrid,  Astri:  goddess  ready  to  go  to  war.  0.  N. 
Audun,  Auden,  Auen,  Augun:  friend  of  luck.  0.  N. 
Audver,  Auver :  rich  man.  0.  N. 

Birgit,  Bergitta,  Brigita,  Bridgit :  Glorious,  honor¬ 
able.  Keltic. 

Bjug,  Boike:  Bent,  goes  bent  down.  0.  N.  Bjugr. 
Bj0rgulv,  Bj0rguf,  Bj0rguv:  the  helping  wolf. 

Bj0rn,  Bj0nn,  Bj0dn:  Bear.  0.  N. 

Borghild,  Borgi] :  Valkyrie  of  defense,  companion  in 
battle.  0.  N. 

Carolus :  the  man,  manly.  Latin. 

Daniel,  Danil,  Donal:  God  is  my  judge.  Hebrew. 
Ditleif,  Ditlef,  Ditlev:  offspring  of  people.  0.  German. 
Durdei :  gift  of  God,  as  the  female  name. 

Dorothea:  gift  of  God.  Greek. 

Dreng:  man,  young  man.  0.  N. 

Eirik,  Erik,  Eirikr:  0.  N.  powerful. 

Eivin,  Even:  always  a  wender  i.  e.  Wending  his  ways. 

“Oivind”  not  the  same  name,  both  are  0.  N. 

Eli,  Elen,  Helena:  brilliant,  shining.  Greek. 


BAITTA”  FOR  O.  TVEDTEN  AT  VALLE  CHURCH 


A  Family  History 


61 


Esaias,  Jesaia:  Jehovah  is  savior.  Hebrew. 

Esther,  Ester:  star.  Persian. 

Folke,  Folkje,  Fokkje:  folks,  a  company  of  them.  0.  N. 
Folki. 

Gjermund,  Geirmund:  sword-defender.  0.  N. 

Gro,  Groa:  growing,  ])rosperous.  0.  N. 

Grander  contemplating,  studying.  0.  N. 

Gudrid,  Guri,  Gurine:  prepared  for  battle.  0.  N  . 
Gudrun,  Guru,  Guro,  Guraa,  Gvroifemale  friend  of 
god.  0.  N. 

Gudtorm,  Guttorm,  Gudthorm:  honoring  god.  0.  N. 
Gyvei,  Gyve:  strengthening  drink  in  battle.  0.  N. 
Gunna,  Gunner  goddess  of  war.  0.  N. 

Gunnar,  Gunder,  Gunnaar:  varrior.  0.  N. 

Gunnbjdrg,  Gunbjdr:  protecting  Valkyrien  in  war.  0.  N. 
Gunnhild,  Gunnild,  Gonil:  Valkyrie  of  wartime.  0.  N. 
Gunnleik,  Gunleik,  Gullik:  war  play.  0.  N. 

Gunnstein:  War  stone,  the  jewel  of  the  Valkyrie.  0.  N. 
Gunnulv,  Gunnuv:  war  wolf.  0.  N. 

Gunnvor:  careful  goddess  of  war.  0.  N. 

Gyrid,  Gjdri,  Jori,  Juri:  youthfully  prepared  for 
battle.  0.  N. 

Raavard,  Haavar,  Haavor,  Haavaar,  Howard :  noble 
watchman.  0.  N. 

Hallvard,  Halvor,  Hadvaar:  keeper  of  the  jewel.  0.  N. 
Jielga,  Helge,  Haege:  the  holy.  0.  N. 

Uallstein,  Halsten:  the  precious  stone.  0.  N. 

Inga:  Princesse. 

Inge,  the  Prince.  0.  N. 

Ingebjdrg,  Ingebjdr,  Ingibjerg:  protector  of  the  Prince. 
0.  N. 

Ingegerd,  Ingjer,  Inger:  protecting  prinsesse.  0.  N. 
Johanna,  Johann:  God  is  gracious.  Hebrew. 

Jorunn,  Joron:  liorse-loving.  0.  N. 

J0rund,  Jerund,  Jarund:  excellent  man.  0.  N. 

Karl:  man,  the  manlv.  0.  N. 

'  */ 
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Kjetil,  Kittil,  Kitel :  Kettle,  sacrificial  kettle,  also 
helmet.  0.  N. 

Knut,  Canute:  Knot.  The  legend  is  that  the  servants  of 
Jylland’s  king  Gorm,  found  a  fine  boy,  tied  in  a 
linen  cloth.  The  king  called  him  Knut  and  raised 
him  as  his  son.  0.  N. 

Ivolbein,  Kolben,  Kulben:  Blackboned.  0.  N. 

Kristen:  the  Christian.  Greek. 

Kristi,  Kristina,  Kjirsti:  the  Christian  women.  Greek. 

Kristoffer:  Christ  carryer.  Greek. 

Lage,  Lagje:  man  who  lays  in  order.  0.  N. 

Lars,  Lavrans,  latin  Laurentius,  Laurits:  Laureate, 
laurelbearer,  triumphant.  Latin. 

Lidvard,  Lidvor,  Livor:  Defender  of  company.  0.  N. 

Liv,  Liva,  0.  N.  Hlif :  Protection. 

Magel :  the  Hebrew  Magdalena,  one  from  Magdala.  Latin 

Margit,  the  Latin  and  Greek  Margarita:  the  pearl. 

Mikael,  Mikkel,  Mikjel,  Mikjaal:  who  like  God.  Hebrew. 

Mons,  the  latin  Magnus:  great. 

Nicolaus,  Niklus,  Niklas,  Nikelos:  Conqueror.  Greek. 

Odd:  sharp  point,  arrow.  0.  N. 

Ole,  Olaf,  Olav,  Ola.  0.  N.  Aaleifr:  Offspring  of  fore¬ 
fathers. 

Orm:  serpent,  snake.  0.  N. 

Paul,  Paal :  small,  short.  Latin. 

Pol  lei  v,  Rolleif,  Rollef :  Follower  of  honor  or  reunion. 
0.  N. 

Salmund:  Hall-protector.  0.  N. 

Salomon:  man  of  peace.  Hebrew. 

Salve,  Solve,  Saave,  0.  N.  S0lvi:  dark  complected. 

Sigbj0rn,  Sigbj0n:  victor-bear.  0.  N. 

Signi,  Sygni,  Signe,  Signy:  new  victory.  0.  N. 

Sigrid,  Sigri,  Siri,  0.  N.  Sigridr:  equipped  for  victory. 

Sigurd,  Sigur:  Keeper  of  victory.  0.  N.  Sigv0rdr, 
Sigvard. 
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tre,  Snaere,  Snerre,  Snorre:  quick,  brave,  ready  to 
figlit.  O.  N. 

>tein,  Sten,  Steidn:  Stone,  precious  stone,  Pearl.  0.  N. 
Svallaug,  Svaalaug:  Cooling,  comforting.  0.  N. 

Svein,  Sven,  Svend,  Sveinn,  Sveidn:  the  young  man.  O.N. 
Sveinke,  Svenkje:  a  small  sven.  0.  N. 

Sveinung :  child  of  Svein.  0.  N. 

Tjodgeir,  Tjodgjei,  Tjojei,  Tj0ger:  weapon  of  the  na¬ 


tion.  0.  N. 


Thor,  Tor:  the  tlmndergod.  ().  N. 
Thora,  Tore:  the  giant’s  woman.  (). 
Torald,  Tarald,  Taaraal:  the  ruling 
Thorborg,  Torbj0r,  Torbor:  strong 
O.  N. 


N. 

giant.  0.  N. 
protecting  woman. 


Thorbj0rn:  the  thundergod’s  bear.  0.  N. 

Tord,  Tor:  Peaceable  giant,  peacemaker  .0.  N. 
Thorgeir,  Targjei,  Tarje,  Terje:  Thor’s  weapon,  strong 
spear.  0.  N. 

Thorgerd,  Targjger,  Targjer:  Thor’s  protection.  0.  N. 
Torgils,  Tor  jus :  Thor’s  security  of  peace. 

Thorgrim:  Thor’s  helmet.  0.  N. 

Thorlak,  Tollak,  Tallak,  Tallag:  Thor’s  guest.  0.  N. 
Tellef,  Tolleiv,  Todleiv,  Talleiv,  Tacldeiv,  Thorleiv : 
Offspring  of  Thor. 

Tone,  Torny,  Tlionny,  Thoni,  Tona :  strong  woman.  O.N. 
Torolv,  Torolv,  Torov:  Thor’s  wolf.  0.  N. 

Torstein,  Tosten:  Thor’s  stone,  strong  man.  0.  N. 
Turid,  Turi:  prepared  by  Thor  to  go  to  war.  0.  N. 

V  lv,  Ulf,  Uf,  Uv:  Wolf.  0.  N.  • 

Vigleik:  Battle  play  ,one  who  goes  to  battle  as  to  play. 
Yilborg:  protector  of  the  will.  0.  N. 

0yulv,  0yolf,  0yuf,  0yuv :  the  Island-wolf. 

0ygerd :  Island-spear :  who  fights  for  the  island.  0.  N. 
0ygunn:  The  island’s  war-goddess.  0.  N. 

0ylaug,  011aug:  pure  woman  from  the  island.  0.  N. 
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0ymod:  the  brave  man  of  the  island.  0.  N. 

0ystein,  0sten,  Osten,  Esten:  The  island’s  precio 
stone.  0.  N. 

0yunn:  The  island’s  peoples’  love,  “unna,”  love  or 
favor.  0.  N. 

0vvin,  0ven,  Owen:  a  friend  from  the  island.  0.  N. 
0yvor:  the  clever  island-woman,  “vor”:  Clever.  0.  N. 


EXPLANATION 

To  understand  the  mutual  relation  of  the  different 
families  notice  the  place  held  by  each  group  with  the 
number  of  its  children.  Whenever  a  new  branch  is 
added  to  this  family  tree  it  is  moved  out  a  little  and 
its  offspring  numbered  by  itself,  and  the  older  retain 
their  own  number. 


CORRECTIONS 

On  middle  of  page  8:  Noribq,  read  Norib0. 

Page  22,  5th  line  from  below:  ??,  read  22. 

Page  29,  3rd  line  from  above :  Halstad,  read  Harstad. 


5674: 


/ 


